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INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN THE ASPECTS OF TRANSBOUNDARY
INFORMATION AND PROPAGANDA: SYSTEM DETERMINANTS

The modern media field is increasingly seen as a platform for cross-border information and propa-
ganda. The concept of international news is integrated into a number of related areas, which include
international relations, foreign business interests, information security and security, more specifically, the
viability and real independence of the state. Foreign information and international news act as part of a
large flow, but part of the most dynamic, operational, constantly present in the information environment.
And, therefore, the most influential. This area forms the public opinion and are able to change it out of
necessity and the wishes of a specific customer.

The purpose of the article is to present a brief analysis of the international discourse of foreign news in
the format of systemic determinants of information and propaganda. The authors studied the international
experience of legislative regulation and control of news flows between States or international blocs. Ka-
zakhstan’s laws in the field of international exchanges of mass information were also considered.

The study of the content of foreign news of domestic and foreign news agencies for the period from
November 2017 to March 2018 has led to the following results: on average, 35% of the total material
of news portals in Kazakhstan are foreign news. The audience of consumers of foreign news to a greater
extent-young people under 35 years. Among them, more than 84% receive information through mobile
applications. The study also examines the factors of “soft power” for the impact of international news on
the formation of public opinion, the growth or decline in the political status and reputation of States, par-
ties, specific leaders. The aspects of manipulation by means of feeding, frequency, selection and layout
of international news in the media of Kazakhstan are studied.

The study of a number of parameters and indices of foreign news development confirmed the un-
doubted involvement of this factor in the economic and political structure of the world media business.

Key words: international news, “soft power”, propaganda, information security, information threat,
media business.

‘AyanHosa E.N., Myxamaamesa A.M.
OA-Dapabu aTbiHAarbl Kasak, yATTbIK yHMBepcuTeTi, KasakctaH, AAMaThl K.
*e-mail: Elena.Dudinova@mail.ru
Xa/\bll(,apa/\bll(, XKaHAAbIKTAPAbI TPAHCLLUEKAPAAbIK dKNMAapPaTTAHADBIPY M€H HACHUXaTTayAbIH,
XKYHeAi AeTepPMMHAHTTbIK acrekTiAepi

Kasipri 3amaHayn Meama caaachl aKnapaTTaHy MeH HacuxaTTayAblH, LWEeKCi3 naaTopmachl peTiHae
KapacTbipblAaAbl. XaAblKapaAblk XKaHaAblKTap GipkaTap caraAapAbl GipiKTipeAi, MbICaAbl, MEMAEKETTIK
TOYEACI3AIK MeH OHAAFbl HaKThl KYMEAIAIK, XaAbIKApPaAbIK, KaTblHACTapP, LUETEAAEPAETT OU3HECTIK MyA-
AeAep, aKnapaTTblk, KAyincCi3AiK NeH cakTaHy WwapaAapbl.

LLleTeAaik aknapatTap MeH XaAblKapaAblK, XKaHAAbIKTAP YAKEH aFblHAbIK, aknapaTtTbiH, 6ip OOAiri
peTiHAE KOpiHreHIMeH, AMHaMMKAAbIK, ©Te JKEAEA, aKnapaTTblk OpTasa YHEMI OEACEHAI A€ bIKMaAADI
aNHaAbIMABI KAABINTACTbipaAbl. ByA cana KoFamAbIK MiKipAiI KAABINTACTbIPaAbl KOHe OHbl GeAriAi 6ip
TYTbIHYLbIHbIH, KQXKETTIAIN MeH epkiHe Kapan e3repTe araAbl.

MakaaaHbIH MaKCaTbl — LETEAAIK )KaHAABIKTAp MEH XaAbIKapaAbIK, AMCKYPCTap >KaiAbl aknapar 6e-
PYAI >KYMeAiK AeTepMMHAHT (OopMaTbiHAQ KbICKALLA TaAAQy. ABTOPAAP MEMAEKETTED MEH XaAbIKQpPaAbIK,
OGAOKTApPAbIH apacblHAAFbl >KaHAAbIKTapAbl PeTTey MeH OakblAayAblH XaAblKapaAbIK, ToXipubeciH
3eptTeai. CoHpait-ak, GyKapaAblK, aknapaTTapAblH XaAblKapaAblK aAMacy CaAacbiHAQ KOAAAHbIAATbIH
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Ka3aKCTaHADIK 3aHAAP Ad KApacTbIpbIAAbL. 2017 XbIAFbl Kapawa MeH 2018 >KbIAFbl HAypbl3 apaAbIFbIHAQ
OTAHADIK, )X8He LIeTeAAIK akMapaTTblK areHTTIKTEePAIH 3epTTey HOTUMXKECIHIH, KepCeTKillTepi MblHaAai:
LIeTeAAIK 6apAbIK MaHbI3AbI XKaHaAbIKTap opTa ecenrneH KasakcraHAbIK MOPTaAAbIH 35 %-bIH KypanAbl.
LLleTeAaik >kaHaAbIKTapAbl TYTbIHYLIbIAAPbIHbIH 6acbiM 6eAiri 35 >kacka ToamaraH actap. OAapAbIH
84%-paH acTambl aknapaTTapAbl MOOMAbAIK KOCbIMLLIAAAP apPKbIAbI aAaAbl. 3€PTTEYAEP XaAbIKapPaAbIK,
JKaHAAbIKTapAbIH, KOFaMAbIK, MiKipAI  KAAbINTaCTbIpyFa, MEMAEKEeTTEPAIH, MapTUIAAPAbIH, HAKThI
KeL6aCLLIbIAAPbIHbIH, Casic MapTebeci MeH BeAEAIH YAFAMTYAbIH HEMECe KeMITYAiH, T.6. (hakTopAapAbl
KapacTtbipaabl. KaszakcTaHAblK, BAK-Ta XaAblkapaAblk, >XaHAAbIKTapAbl YCbIHY, IpIKTeY >KoHe YTbIMAbI
OPHAAACTbIPY apKbIAbl MAaHUMYASILMSAQY acreKTiAepi 3epTTeAyAE.

LUeTeAaik »aHaAbIKTapAblH 6ipkatap napameTrpAepi MeH KepCeTKIlUTepiHiH 3epTTey meamna 6us-
HECTiH 8AEMAETT SKOHOMMKAABIK, >KOHE CasiC KYPbIAbIMbIHAAFbI OCbl (PakTOPAAPAbIH 63 OpHbI 6ap ekeH-
AITIH pacTanabl.

Ty#HiH ce3aep: XaAblKapaAblK, )KAHAAbIKTAp, HacuMXaTTay, aknapaTTblK, KAYinci3aik, aknapaTTbiK, Ka-
yin, BAK.
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TpaHCrpaHM‘-IHOCTb MHCbOpMMpOBaHMSI U nponaraHAbI
B MEXXAYHAPOAHDbIX HOBOCTSIX B aClNneKTe CUCTEMHDbIX A€TEPMHUHAHT

CoBpemMeHHOe MeAManoAe BCe Yvalle paccMaTpuBaloT Kak MAaTOPMy TPaHCrPaHWMYHOCTU MHGOP-
MUPOBaHUs 1 nponaraHAbl. [OHSATHE «MEXAYHAPOAHAs HOBOCTb» MHTErpUpYyeTCsl B psA COMYTCTBYIO-
wmx cdep, K KOTOPbIM OTHOCSATCS MEXAYHAPOAHbIE OTHOLLEHUs, 3apybexkHble MHTepecbl Ou3Heca,
MHOPMaLMOHHAs 6e30MacHOCTb M 3aLLUMLIEHHOCTb, KOHKPETHEE, COCTOSITEABHOCTb U peaAbHasi He3aBM-
CUMOCTb FOCYAQpPCTBA. 3apybeskHasi MHGOPMALMS U MEKAYHAPOAHbBIE HOBOCTM BbICTYMAIOT KaK 4aCTb
GOABLLIOIO MOTOKA, OAHAKO YacTb HanboAee AMHAMMYHas, ONepaTrBHasl, MOCTOSIHHO MPUCYTCTBYIOLWAS B
MHOPMALIMOHHOM Cpeae. A, CAEAOBATEAbHO, HanboAee BAMsITeAbHAs. AaHHas cdpepa hopmupyer o06-
LeCTBEHHOE MHEHME U CMIOCOOHA MEHSITb €ro Mo HEOOXOAMMOCTU 1 BOAE OMPEAEAEHHOrO 3aKa3umKa.

LleAb cTaTbu — NPeACTaBUTHL KPATKUIA aHAAM3 MEXAYHAPOAHOrO AMCKypca 3apy6exxHon HOBOC-
™ B (hOpMaTe CUCTEMHbIX AETEPMUHAHTOB MH(OPMMPOBAHUS 1 NponaraHAbl. ABTopamu BbiA M3yueH
MEXXAYHAPOAHbIN OMbIT 3aKOHOAQTEABHOIO PEryAMpOBAHWUSI U KOHTPOASI HOBOCTHBIX MOTOKOB MEXAY
roCyAQpCTBaMU MAM MEXAYHAPOAHbBIMM GAOKamMK. Takoke OblAM PACCMOTPEHbI Ka3axCTaHCKME 3aKOHbI,
AEVCTBYIOLLME B Chepe MEXXAYHAPOAHOrO 0OMEHbI MAaCCOBOI MH(POPMALIMEN.

M3yueHre KOHTEHTA 3apy6eskHbIX HOBOCTEN OTEUECTBEHHbIX M 3apyOeskHbIX MH(OPMALMOHHbBIX
areHTCTB 3a NepuoA ¢ Hos6pst 2017 no MapTt 2018 roaa NPMBEAO K CAEAYIOLIMM PE3yAbTaTaMm: B CPEA-
HeM, 35% BCero marepmana HOBOCTHbIX MOPTAAOB KasaxcTaHa COCTaBAStOT 3apy6HeskHble HOBOCTM.
AyanTtopusi notpebuteaeit 3apy6eskHbIX HOBOCTE B GOAbLLEN CTEMEHN — MOAOAbBIE AOAM AO 35 AeT.
Cpeant HMx 6oaee 84% noAyqaloT MHOPMALIMIO Yepe3 MOOUAbHbIE MPUAOXKeHMst. [1poBeaéHHOE MC-
CAEAOBAHME paccMaTprBaeT TakxKe (DAKTOPb! «MIATKOM CUAbI» AAS BO3AENCTBUS MEXAYHAPOAHOM HO-
BOCTU Ha (hopMUpOBaHME OBLLECTBEHHOrO MHEHUS, POCT MAM CHUXKEHWME MOAUTUYECKOro CTaTyca 1 pe-
nyTaumm rocyAapcTB, MApTUI, KOHKPETHbIX AMAEPOB. M3yyaloTcs acnekTbl MAaHMMYASILMW NOCPEACTBOM
MoAQuM, YacTOTbl, 0TOOPA M KOMMOHOBKM MEXAYHApoAHbIX HoBocTen B CMWM KasaxcraHa.

McecaepoBaHMs psiaa MapameTpoB M MHAEKCOB OCBOEHMSI 3apyOe>KHOM HOBOCTM MOATBEPAMAM He-
COMHEHHYI0 BKAIOUEHHOCTb AQHHOTO hakTopa B 3KOHOMMYECKYIO U MOAUTUYECKYIO CTPYKTYPY MMPOBO-
ro meamabumsHeca.

KAtoueBble cAOBa: MEXXAYHAPOAHAsi HOBOCTb, «MSIrKasi CMA@», MporaraHAa, uHgopMaumoHHas 6e-
30MacHOCTb, MH(DOPMALIMOHHAS Yrpo3a, MeAnabusHec.

Introduction

Only at first glance, the concept of international
news concerns only the content of media reports, but
with a closer examination it turns out to be included
in a number of related areas, which are international
relations, foreign business interests, information
security (the consistency and real independence of
the state). In the context of this topic, we can also
consider the psychological factors of influencing of

the international news on the formation of public
opinion, the growth or decline of the political status
and reputation of states, a party, and a particular
leader. Separately, you can also explore manipulation
techniques through the filing, frequency, selection
and layout of the international news.

In this area, there is also a lot of experience
in legislative regulation and control. The world
community realized the danger of a chaotic and
uncontrolled movement of news flows between states
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or international blocs a long time ago. Nowadays,
there are more than 50 multilateral acts regulating
international exchanges of mass information.

Material and methods. Scientific methodology.

(I) of December 14, 1946, it was noted,
“freedom of information requires from those who
enjoy its privileges, the desire and ability in refusing
of abusing them” (UN Resolution 59 (I)). Many
media issues became subject to international law
very quickly. (Kolosov Yu. M., Krivchikova E.S.).
(Kolosov Yu. M., Krivchikova E.S.). In the same UN
resolution noted, “Freedom of information requires
from those who enjoy its privileges, the desire and
ability in refusing of abusing them.”

By the next resolution, the UN condemned any
form of propaganda conducted in any country with
an aim of creating or increasing a threat to peace,
violation of peace or an act of aggression. Then UN
have invited states to take decisions to combat the
spread of false or perverted news that could harm
friendly relations between states.

1936 International Convention on the Use of
Broadcasting in the Interests of Peace prohibits
states from broadcasting from their territory, which
could induce the population of one country to act
against the internal situation or security of another
country.

The prohibition of racial discrimination or its
propaganda through the media is enshrined in the
1965 International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (UN
Convention, 1965). Any propaganda texts based on
ideas or theories of racial superiority are condemned.

The International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights of 1966 established in Article 20
that any propaganda of war should be prohibited by
law (International Covenant, 1966).

In 1966, the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights was adopted, which enriched
international law with the concepts of “legislative
restrictions on the freedom of information“ for
the protection of state security ”,* public health or
morals 7, etc.

The UN Declaration on the Inadmissibility
of Intervention and Interference in the Internal
Affairs of the States of 1981 includes a provision
of recognizing the obligation of the state to refrain
from any defamatory campaigns, offensive or hostile
propaganda in order to intervene or interfere in the
internal affairs of other states (UN Declaration 1981).

A large number of targeted documents regulating
the spread of radio frequencies, the work of artificial
earth satellites, limiting unfair advertising from
ships on the seas, etc. were also adopted.
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The Sofia Declaration, adopted on September 13,
1997, is very important for the media, and it aimed
at strengthening independent and pluralistic media;
also the Okinawa Charter on the Global Information
Society, adopted on July 22, 2000. These documents
are the result of the desire of states to agree on joint
efforts and cooperation to optimize global networks,
combat abuses that undermine network integrity,
reduce the digital divide, invest in people and ensure
global access and participation in this process.

The whole range of international agreements
aimed at creating a model of equal information
exchange. However, the current political situation
looks like a worsened information crisis. Tough
battles and diplomatic scandals between the United
States and Russia led to tougher conditions and
restrictions on the activities of foreign media in
both countries. The update of the United States
Law — Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA)
Registration Act (FARA) which adopted in 1938,
caused “mirror actions” from Russia’s side (TASS.
ru, 2017).

Accordingly, international news can shape
the national agenda. This fact is also important
for Kazakhstan from the view of informational
independence, of a state which trying to form its own
information picture, building its own information
security shield.

Literature review.

Modern forms of the concept of “security” form
a complex system and periodically various aspects
appear as its determinants. However, “information
security” is retains a leading position not the first
decade.

The Decree of the President of the Republic
of Kazakhstan “On the Concept of Information
Security of the Republic of Kazakhstan until 2016
dated November 14, 2011 contains clear wording
of information threats: “Due to the openness of
the national information space and the popularity
of foreign media, including television and Internet
resources (postal services, social networks,
blogs and video portals), there is a real threat of
informational influence on the public consciousness.
Informational influence can be expressed both in the
form of direct imposition of ideas that contradict the
national interests of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
and in the form of creating a certain information
background, artificially supported by manipulating
information or its tendentious commenting ~’(Decree
of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated
November 14, 2011).

The threats include the low level of own
ICTs, dependence on the import of informational
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technologies, the increase in informational
confrontation between the world’s leading centers,
the development of information manipulation
technologies, the dissemination of false or
intentionally distorted information and others. Of
course, the documentreflects the extremely important
and sensitive issues of ensuring the information
security of Kazakhstan. Many of these threats have
not lost their relevance; some have reached a new
level. It becomes harder and harder to see the real
solution of the problems. Apparently, this is due to
the delay in the adoption of the following concept.
It is important to note, that the effect of this Concept
shown for 2016.

It is clear that the threats of information
expansion and the destructive influence of certain
information flows are not new. Every person is
concerned about the state of information security
from negative influences in the information space.
However, it is becoming more and more difficult to
provide it. And on a national scale it is sometimes
impossible.

Informational expansion, in turn, can be
carried out in a variety of ways: open and latent.
These include dumping prices for information
products; opening overseas branches of popular
publications, multinational TV companies;
creation of joint ventures in the field of ICT and
media; purchase of airtime in another country and
broadcasting to a foreign audience, saturation with
its informational product. And finally, the creation
of a large amount of informational content of
mass culture: films, series, shows, etc. The main
problem here is the uneven exchange of such
informational products between development and
developing countries.

In this regard, foreign information and
international news act as part of a large flow, but
some part is more dynamic, operational, constantly
presented in the information environment. And,
therefore, the most influential ability to shape public
opinion and change it, if necessary.

An American scientist from the University of
Louisiana, H. Denis Wu, in the article “System
determinants of international news coverage: a
comparison of 38 countries”/ Systemic Determinants
of International News Coverage: A Comparison of 38
Countries /, notes various indicators of interchange
and information flow logistics.

It is significant that the most closed are the
United States, in terms of the impact of the media in
other states, according to H. Denis Wu,. The author
believes that “Powerful players create the rules
of the game and dictate the repertoire of news, as

well as actions performed on the world stage, thus
affecting other less powerful countries” (H. Denis
Wu, 2017.).

The researcher also points out that the
topics presented by most international news -
international politics, transnational trade, military
conflicts - clearly demonstrate that news from
abroad provides a monitoring function. Thus, it is
possible to closely monitor the actions of foreign
elites and take steps in advance to protect national
interests.

In another article, “A Brave New World for
international news?” (H. Denis Wu, 2007.), the same
author notes the strong influence of trade and news
agencies on websites: “This effect on the formation
of news on the Internet turns out to be even more
than on traditional media.”

His next remark is extremely interesting: “The
main content manager of foreign news is an economic
factor. Information coverage of news from other
countries is a costly operation for the media. Good,
responsible international reporting is usually the first
victim of shareholder savings. Therefore, the main
stream goes through news agencies that allow direct
access 24/7, providing a transnational news flow.”

Researchers Tsan-Kuo Chang (University of
Minnesota) and Jae-Won Lee (Cleveland State
University) note factors influencing the choice of
foreign news by American editors in the article
“A National Survey of Newspaper Editors Factors
Affecting Gatekeepers”.

That s, in order for the news to be chosen, it must,
according to editors, meet some criteria, including:
“a threat to the USA and world peace, the expected
interest of readers, timeliness and US participation.
Editors also viewed death and property as important,
but less serious than other factors. Most editors
seem to focus more on factors that have a significant
impact or on the consequences, especially when it
comes to US security and national interests” (Tsan-
Kuo Chang, Jac-WonLee, 1992).

Thus, we understand that Western scholars see
the undoubted involvement of foreign information
in the economic and political structure of the media
business.

There is another interesting study by Minnesota
professor Tsang-Guo Chang, “All Countries Not
Created Equalto Be News” (not all countries are
created equal in the sphere of news exchange). The
author writes: “Developed countries have higher
chances to be in the news than in semi-peripheral
and peripheral countries. States in two other zones
must go through several filters before they get into
the news ”(Tsan-Kuo Chang, 1998).
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Of course, the news from the “peripheral”
country can “penetrate” the editorial filters of content
managers of information agencies in developed
countries, if it possesses a set of necessary qualities:
sensationalism, formatting, timeliness, topical
ideological concept.

For example, information about terrorist attacks
quickly flies around all the world media, as well
as news about the victory of opposition parties or
rallies in the CIS countries. However, information
on positive transformations or initiatives of a certain
state to establish its own economy or cultural
events will remain in the shadow. According to
the opinion of media managers, as a result, the
information picture highlights only those facets
of the surrounding world that are interesting and
“useful” to society.

Perhaps this situation fits into the concept of
“soft power” by Joseph Nye, in which the scientist
proposes to consider as such “the ability to do so that
the goals of one country seem attractive to another”
(Joseph S. Nye Jr., 1991).

In later writings, the scientist also noted that
“soft power” and “cruel force” are varieties of the
ability to achieve goals, affecting the behavior of
others. “The differences between them are in the
degree, nature of behavior and the tangibility of
resources. The power of prescription, the ability to
change what others are doing and consists in forcing
and stimulating.

The power of co-optation (or assimilation)
acts as the ability to shape what others want and is
based on the attractiveness of someone’s culture and
values, or the ability to manipulate the agenda of
political preferences in such a way that it changes
its mind to express these preferences, as they seem
unreal ”(Joseph S. Nye Jr., 2004).

Results and discussion

Consequently, each country which wants to
have political “attractiveness” and “ability to
achieve goals by influencing the behavior of other
countries” or communities makes maximum use of
“soft power” for a targeted impact on the likes and
preferences of internal or external recipients.

If we turn to the informational “portrait”
of Kazakhstan, presented in foreign media in
recent months, it seems that the news, “breaking
through” to a foreign reader, forms a slightly
different image of the country, different from our
view and vision.

For example, journalists of the French “Slate.
fr” James Palmer and Pierre Marti in the article “Le
Kazakhstan fait son show a cinq milliards, mais
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personne n’est 1a pour le voir” / Kazakhstan gave
a show for 5 billion ... that no one saw / write that
they forgot to invite guests to the futuristic city of
the World Exhibition and the demonstration of a
national brand in the international arena.

And further: “Pavilions occupy space from
a small room to several floors, they are located in
new buildings, built around a large sphere of black
glass - the pavilion of Kazakhstan. Seen from the
west, the dome rises above the surrounding houses.
“There are two ways to make the Kazakhs angry,”
noted one of the guests, “Mention the film“ Borat
”and call their dome the* Death Star ”(Palmer J and
Marti P., 2017).

In Joanna Lillis’s article “Kazakhstan: Terrorist
Plot — or Concocted Conspiracy?” which published
on February 6, 2018, refers to allegedly staged
jihad against Kazakhstan and the inept actions of
the special services and the judicial system (Lillis
Joanna, 2018).

Many materials are devoted to the transition to
the Latin alphabet. For the most part, their content is
politicized; foreign analysts are trying to discern the
change of Kazakhstan’s political orientation during
the modernization of graphics.

Here are some of the headlines: “Away from
the” Russian world ”(Radio Liberty, 2017); “Putin
was betrayed by his closest ally ...” (Obozrevatel.
UA, 2017); “Europe should us their chance while
Kazakhstan looks to the west” (Svenska Dagbladet,
2017); Decision of Kazakhstan on the alphabet
(Stargazete, 2017), etc.

Andrew Higgins, the correspondent of The New
York Times, in the article “Kazakhstan welcomes
the new alphabet, with the exception of all these
apostrophes” (Andrew Higgins, 2017) chose a
rather playful tone, on the verge of bullying and
jokes. State policy in the article seems controversial.

Simon Cruz, journalist of the Danish newspaper
“Berlingske”, also “had a fun” in the article “From
now Kazakhstan wants to be called Qazagstan”
(Cruz. S.,2017), describing the situation as “alphabet
war, stuck in flying apostrophes”.

Unfortunately, in this case, the amount of
materials, accents and point of view of foreign
authors to replace the graphics of the Kazakh
language is not dictated by the actual interest in
Kazakhstan and its movement towards progress,
but by the prolonged opposition of two world
poles.

Against the background of positive responses
from the world media about the visit of the President
of Kazakhstan to the United States in January 2018,
the American edition of The Wall Street Journal
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publishes a material by James Freeman “What is
happening with Kazakhstan? There is a special
word for such countries ”(Freeman James, 2018).
The author writes “About the worries that (causes)
the similarity between Mr. Trump’s attitude to the
President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev,
and the courtesies that were shown in his address by
former President Bill Clinton.”

Of course, there are positive materials describ-
ing progressive changes in our country. So begins
the material of Francis Gibb in the respected Brit-
ish newspaper The Times: “So little is known about
Kazakhstan that the majority of people think about
this country from watching the movie Borat, in
which Sasha Baron Cohen plays the hapless re-
porter.

But the situation will change soon. One of
the leading figures of British justice, the former
Lord Chief Justice Wolfe has just been promoted
to Chief Justice of the new commercial court in
Kazakhstan. Eight well-known judges and repu-
table lawyers from the United Kingdom will
work there with him ”(Frances Gibb, 2018). The
Croatian “Advance” material “The Bridge from
Europe to Asia: Is Kazakhstan a New Diplomat-
ic Power?” Is devoted to the same topic (Vedran
Obucina, 2017). However, the material is of an
analytical nature, there are positive developments
in the state: “Nazarbayev announced the third
modernization of Kazakhstan in February and
April of this year. It is assumed that the Kazakh
language will be translated from Cyrillic to Latin
(by 2025, the process should be fully completed).
This is intended as a step towards facilitating
global integration. With the help of hundreds of
concrete steps, the country’s leadership wants to
reduce corruption in the country. Also, according
to the plan, Astana will turn into the main finan-
cial center of the Union of Independent States and
the New Silk Road. Astana will become a special
zone with a separate judicial system based on
English customary law.

This zone will be designed to provide servic-
es to capital markets and Islamic financiers and
should become one of the 20 leading financial
centers in the world. An example for Astana is the
Dubai International Financial Center (DIFC) and
its international activities based on high ethical and
legal standards.”

“The author concludes the material with the
words:” Kazakhstan forms the image of the state
elite, which bears international responsibility and
enjoys support at home. Foreign policy is much
more visible, generally less expensive than domes-

tic programs, and has a greater symbolic weight.
At the same time, the Kazakh steppe identity is be-
ing formed: the Kazakhs are a peaceful, open and
economically liberal people who have regional and
multilateral institutions. ”

Of course, this approach forms a multi-faceted
spectrum of attitudes and opinions, synthesizes a
positive view of state policy. The author uses the
concepts of “responsible state elite”, “steppe iden-
tity”, “liberal people”, “multilateral institutions”.
Consequently, Kazakhstan, in this case, has success-
fully used the possibilities of “soft power” to influ-
ence a foreign audience.

However, we have to admit that the number
of negative materials, while remaining high, re-
flects a clear scheme of addiction of journalists
from different countries to our country. That, in
turn, fits into the classic communication model
of Harold Lassuela (Lasswell, 1948), who be-
lieved that the direction and result of any com-
municative action is revealed as the answer to
successive questions: “Who reports?”, “What re-
ports?” “By what channel?”, “Whom to and what
effect with?” This model allows you to see the
source and its goals behind the content of mes-
sages.

The study of the content of domestic media
leads to interesting conclusions. For example, the
inclusiveness of foreign content in domestic news
releases is quite high — from 45 to 55% in different
periods.

The ratio of domestic and foreign information in the
content of news portals of Kazakhstan

Republic Overseas
and informatio

n45%

Local
informati
on 55%

This indicates the popularity of this topic, the
inclusion of Kazakhstan in a number of world
processes, the interest of the audience in foreign
reality.

The age parameters of the consumer audience
also allow us to conclude that people of the most
active category are involved into a foreign informa-
tion.
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Consumer audience of domestic and foreign news
gencies

Above 35
y.0.32%

Under 35

y.0. 68%

It is also important to note that representatives
of Kazakhstan’s younger generation prefers to re-
ceive information through their gadgets, focusing
on mobile applications. More than two thirds of the
audience receive information selected not only by
the managers of information services and agencies,
but also by someone else.

The method of receiving information

Through
mobile

<

apps
84%

If we turn directly to the content of domestic me-
dia and consider informational messages on foreign
reality, then the situation is different than in foreign
texts related to Kazakhstan. International blocks
represent a non-system digest of the most interesting
facts from the point of view of entertainment tools.

Screening of world news in just one day showed
the following situation. Let’s go through the head-

ings of the information portal Zakon.kz for May 6,
2018, dedicated to the choice of the authors, one
country - the United States: An American made a
marriage proposal to his girlfriend on Immortal
Regiment action in New York; In the US there is
allowed self-repairing of electronics; Weapon pluto-
nium is lost in the USA; US launched a new rover;
In the USA, a pensioner helped to catch a criminal
by substituting a bandwagon for him; JK Rowling
apologized to readers for killing Dobby (zakon.kz,
2018).

Portal tengrinews.kz chose the following news:
American tanks sent to the borders of Russia; Visi-
tors to the airport in New York accused the robot
security guard of «lustful» views (tengrinews.kz).

The Internet portal Nur.kz offers domestic read-
ers the following facts from the life of the distant
West: Fun, the working class: how ordinary Ameri-
cans relax; The American ate 30,000 Big Macs with-
out harm to health (www.nur.kz).

This picture forms a stereotypical view of for-
eign countries. Perhaps this is dictated by the desire
of content managers to distract readers from prob-
lems, to interest the youth audience with easy and
positive information.

Conclusion

Thus, the international news panorama
develops, at first glance, from different, sometimes
random, puzzles, but the result is a holistic picture
that corresponds to the political course, level of
economic development, mentality of existing states.
System determinants somehow relate to “factors”
and “conditions”. Thus, the factor of the “information
environment” is manifested through the conditions
created in a particular society for the audience to
perceive the news. The answer to the question: “What
is the winner at the present stage of development
- information or propaganda?”’ Directly depends
on the information culture of the international
community. In a progressive society, where they
are focused on learning and development, objective
information wins, in conditions of regression, when
fear, pressure, anxiety, tension reign - propaganda of
all shades and stripes.
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