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THE PRACTICE OF THE MEDIA IN THE LIGHT
OF THE MEDIA LEGISLATION IN SUDAN

The article sheds light on the results of a study of the practice and content of legislative regulation
of the media in the Republic of Sudan. Its goal is to identify and describe the main characteristics of the
model of relations between the state and the media, to determine the level of freedom of journalists of
Sudan, the prospects for the development of self-censorship of the Sudanese media sphere. The research
method is descriptive and its tools, are content analysis of specific laws, acts and regulations in force for
the period of the study and standard interviews with Sudanese media practitioners to allow the author
to determine the concept of interaction and mutual influence of the legislative framework on the state of
the media sphere of the Republic of Sudan.

As a result of the study, the author concludes that the laws of the Sudanese media do not contain
any of the concepts of «freedom of expression», «freedom of access to information». In the media prac-
tice of Sudan, there is no such institution as the Ombudsman, an official responsible for communicating
with the audience and media professionals in respect of human rights, principles of justice, settlement
of complaints. The respondents of the interviews-journalists identified the low level of freedom of the
media in Sudan and demonstrated a high level of self-censorship.

The author also formulated fundamental recommendations for improving media legislation, which
should take into account the new political realities and changes that have occurred in the country in
2018-2019.

The study of the general practice of legislative regulation of the Republic of Sudan, presented by
the author, is also of practical importance, based on which it is proposed to use a system for amend-
ing the current legislation, the adoption of new laws guaranteeing real freedom of the media, the
realization of the fundamental human right to freely receive and disseminate information. According
to the author, the creation of favorable conditions for the unhindered expression of opinions and the
receipt of relevant information is a necessary condition for the development of the socio-political
sphere of Sudan.

Key words: media legislation, freedom of speech, Sudan, self-censorship, human rights.
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CyaaHaarbl BAK, Typaabl 3aHAaFbl MeAMa TOXKipube maceaeaepi

Makanrapa CyaaH PecnybamkacbiHA@Fbl OyKapaAblk, aknapar KypaAAapblH 3aHHAMaAblK, peTTey
MpPakTUKacbl MEH Ma3MYyHbIH 3epTTey HOTMXKEAEPi KeATIpiAreH. Makcartbl - MEMAEKET MneH OyKapaAbik,
aknapart KypaAAapbl apacblHAAFbl KapbiM-KATbIHAC MOAEAIHIH, Herisri cuvnaTtTamaAapblH  aHbIKTay
JKOHE cunaTTay, >XYPHAAUCT epkiHAIri aeHreriH, CyaaHHbIH MeAMa CaAacblH ©3iH-63i peTTeyAiH,
AaMy MepcrieKTMBaAapbiH  aHbikTay. 3epTTey 6apbiCbiHAQ KOAAAHbICTAFbl  HaKThl  KYKbIKTbIK,
KY>KaTTapAblH, 3aHAAPAbIH, aKTiAep MeH epeXkeAepAiH, MadMyHbIHa Taaaay »kacaraabl. CyaaHablk, BAK
KbI3METKEPAEpIMEH Cyx6aT XXypri3y CMSKTbl CTaHAQPTTbl 3epTTey SAICTEpPi MEH KypaAAapbl aBTopfa
e3apa ic-opekeTTep MeH e3apa TYCIHICTIK TY>KbipbIMAAMAaCbIH aHbiKTayFa MyMKiHAIK 6epai. CyaaH
Pecryb6AnKacbiHAAFbl 3aHHAMaAbIK, 6a3aHblH, MeAMara biKMaAbl KAPaCTbIPbIAAAbI.

3epTTey HaTmxkeciHAe aBTop CyAaHHbIH OyKapaAblK, aknapaT KypaAAapbl TypaAbl 3aHAAPAQ «CO3
6OCTaHADbIFbI», «aKnapaTka KOAXKETIMAIAIK epKiHAIM» yFbiIMAAPbI TYpaAbl ellikaHAali cunaTtTama Hemece
TYCiHIKTEME >KOK AereH KopbiTbiHAbIFa keAeai. CoHbiMeH katap, CyAaHAbIK OGykapaablk, aknapar
KYPaAAApPbIHbIH, TaXipnbeciHAe asam KYKbIKTapbl, SAIAETTIAIK MPUHUMNTEPI, LWaFrbIMAAPAbI Kapay
>xoHe T.6. MaceaeAep 6oMbIHILA KOFaMMEH >KoHe OyKapaAblK, aknapart KypaAAapbiHbIH MamaHAapbIMeH
GaiAaHbIC OpHATYFa >KayarnTbl aAaM — OMOYACMEH CUSIKTbl MaHbI3Abl MHCTUTYT KoK, CyAaHAQ LieH3ypa
AEHreliHiH, YKOFapbl eKeHiH KepceTTi.

CoHaan-ak, aBTop GyKapaAbIK, aknapar KypaAAapbl TypaAbl 3aHHaMaHbl XXeTiAAIpY GorbiHwa 2018-
2019 XbIAAAPbl eAAE BOAFAH >KaHa CasiCu ©3repicTepAl eCKepeTiH ipreAi yCbiHbICTap >KacaAbl.

26 © 2021 Al-Farabi Kazakh National University


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4661-3270

Ibaa Awad

CyaaH PecriybAMKaCbIHbIH  3aHHAMaAbIK, PETTEYAIH >KaAMbl ToXipMbeciHiH aBTOPbl YCbIHFaH
3epTTeYAiH MPaKTUKAAbIK, MaHbI3bl Aa 30p. COHbIH Heri3iHAe KOAAQHbICTaFbl 3aHHaMara e3repTyAep
€Hri3y, HaKkTbl 60CTAHABIKKA KeMiAAIK 6epeTiH 3aHAApPAbIH, >kKaHa OaCbIAbIMAAPbIH KAObIAAAY XKYyHeciH
KOAAQHY, OYKapaAbIK, aKrnapaT KypPaAAapbIHbIH, aAaMHbIH aKnapaTTbl €pKiH aAy XKOHe TapaTty XXeHiHAer|
Heri3ri KyKbIfblH ICKE acbIpy YCbIHblAAAbl. ABTOPAbIH Ke3kapacbl OOMbIHIIA MiKipAEPAI KeAepricis
GiAAIPY >kOHE THICTI aKknapar aAy YLUiH KOAARAbI XXafaanAap >kacay CyAaHHbIH KOFaMAbIK-CasiC CaAacChbIH
AAMbITYAbIH, aAFbILLAPTbI GOABIM TaObIAAADI.

Ty¥in ce3aep: Meama 3aHHaMma, ce3 6ocTaHAblFbl, CyAaH, ©3IHAIK LEH3ypa, aAaM KYKbIKTapbl.
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Meaunanpaktuka CyaaHa B cBeTe 3akoHoAaTeAbcTBa 0 CMU

B cTaTbe npeacTaBAeHbl pe3yAbTaTbl MCCAEAOBAHMS MPAKTUKM M KOHTEHTA 3aKOHOAATEAbHOrO
peryampoBaHus CMW Pecriy6ankn CyaaH. Lleab — BbISIBUTb M OMUCATb OCHOBHbIE XapaKTepPUCTUKM
MOAEAM B3aMMOOTHOLLIEeHUs rocyaapctBa 1 CMU, onpeaeAnTb ypoBeHb CBOGOAbI >KYPHAAUCTOB,
nepcrieKTMBbl Pa3BUTMS camoperyampoBaHus meaunacdepbl CyaaHa. MccaepoBaTeAbCKME METOAbI
W MHCTPYMEHTbI, TakMe Kak aHaAM3 COAEP>KaHUS KOHKPETHbIX IOPUAMUYECKMX AOKYMEHTOB, 3aKOHOB,
aKTOB U HOPM, AENCTBYIOLLMX HA MEepUOA MCCAEAOBAHWS, 3KCMepTU3a CTaHAAPTHbIX WMHTEPBbIO C
coTpyaHrKamm cyaaHckmx CMUM, no3BOAMAM aBTOPY OMNPEAEAUTb KOHUEMNUMIO B3aMMOAENCTBUS U
B3aVMMOBAMSIHWUS 3aKOHOTBOpUYECKoit 6asbl u meanacdepb! Pecnybankm CyaaH.

B pesyAbraTte nMpoBeAEHHOr0 MCCAEAOBAHMS aBTOP MPUXOAUT K BbIBOAY, UTO B 3akoHax o CMU
CyaaHa He COAEPIXKUTCS YIIOMMHAHMS AU OMNMCAHMS MOHSATUI «CBOGOAQ BbIPAXKEHNSI MHEHUI», «CBOGOAA
AOCTyNa K uHgopMaumu». YUaCTHUKM UHTEPBbIO, KYPHAAUCTbI, MPMU3HABAAU HU3KUIA YPOBEHb CBOGOADI
CMM CyaaHa 1 AEMOHCTPUPOBAAM BbICOKMIA YPOBEHb camoueH3ypbl. B Meamanpaktuke CyaaHa Het
TAKOro BaXKHOrO MHCTUTYTA, Kak OMOYACMEH, AOAXKHOCTHOIO AMLA, OTBEYAIOLLEro 3a KOMMYHUKALMIO
C 06LWECTBEHHOCTbIO U MeananpodeccuoHaAaMu B BONpocax COBAI0AEHUS NMPaB YeAoBeKa, NPUHLMIOB
CNPaBEAAUBOCTH, YPEryAMPOBaHUS Xaaob 1 Apyroe.

ABTOp TakXXe C(OPMYAMPOBAA OCHOBOMOAAralolmne pekoMeHAALIMM MO COBEepPLUEHCTBOBAHWMIO
MEAMa3aKOHOAATEALCTBA, B KOTOPOM AOAXKHbI ObITh yUTeHbl HOBbIE MOAUTUYECKUE PEAAMM U U3MEHEHUS,
npomsolueature B ctpaHe B 2018-2019 roaax.

[NpakTUUecKylo 3HAYMMOCTb MMEeT TakXKe MPEeACTAaBAEHHOEe aBTOPOM UCCAeAOBaHue obler
NpakTUKM 3aKOHOAATEABHOT O peryanpoBarus Pecrny6amiu CyaaH, Ha OCHOBaHMM KOTOPOTO NMPeAAaraeTcst
MCMOAb30BaTb CUCTEMY BHECEHWSI MOMPaBOK B AENCTBYIOLLEE 3aKOHOAATEAbCTBO, MPUHATME HOBbIX
peAAKUMIA  3aKOHOB, rapaHTUPYIOWMX pPeaAbHylo CBOGOAY AESITEALHOCTM CPEeACTB  MacCOBOW
uHgopMaumMK1, peaAm3aumio OCHOBHOMO MpaBa YeAOBeKa CBOOOAHO MOAyYaTb M PACNPOCTPAHSITH
urgopmMaumio. Mo MHeHMIO aBTOpa, CO3AaHue GAAronpUSTHbIX YCAOBUIA AAS GECrpensTCTBEHHOrO
BbIPKEHWNS MHEHWUIA M MOAYYEHUSI aKTyaAbHOM MH(OPMaLMU — HEOOXOAMMbIE YCAOBUSI Pas3BUTMUS
coumaabHo-noAnTHMYeckon cdepsl CyaaHa.

KatoueBble croBa: 3akoHopaaTeabcTBO 0 CMM, cBoboaa caoBa, CyaaH, camoLeHsypa, npasa
yeAaoBeka.

Introduction

It seems that the practice of the media in
Sudan is fraught with obstacles, especially the
successive governments have been controlling the
media practices, with restrictions, such as threats,
arrests and censorship that affected journalists and
practitioners besides media institutions. These
restrictions hampered their performance, and the
audience lost their right.

Firstly: the methodology.

A — Study problem.

The problem of this study is in the deficiency
of some Sudanese media legislation, in different

historical periods, and its failure to allow the free
practices of Sudanese media.

B — The importance of research.

The importance of this study are as follows:

1 — Recognizing the legislations regulating Su-
danese media practices.

2 — Recognizing the rights of media practitioners
in Sudan.

3 — Being aware of the rights guaranteed by
legislation to the audience.

Previous Studies — C

1 — A study conducted by Asma Jalal, on the
attitudes of the Saudi media elite towards new media
legislation in the framework of social responsibility
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theory, for 2019, the study aimed to identify
the trends of the Saudi media elite towards new
media legislation within the framework of social
responsibility theory. The most important finding of
the study, that the sample supports the application of
new media legislation, and that they think they need
to enact regulatory laws for the media process

2 —Regueb Mohamed conducted a study in 2018
on «Audiovisual media of Algeria between legal
texts and the requirements of media opennessy.
The study reached the failure to implement the
legislation in force, the predominance of punishment
and criminalization over media laws.

D: The authoritarian theory

This theory is based on that the state has the right to
control the nation’s affairs and the human being must
practice his life under the state. The theory is applied to
the Sudanese media system (Makkawi, 2010).

E — Questions of the Study

1 — Has Sudanese media legislation enacted?

2 — Does Sudanese media legislation guarantee
the right to obtain information?

3 — Does media legislation protect the rights of
media practitioners?

F — Method of the Study

This study describes the Sudanese media
legislation, which regulates media activity, to
analyze media legislation in Sudan.

Data Collection Tools of G-

A — The standardized interview with a sample of
40 media practitioners.

B — Content analysis of the media laws within
the time frame of the study.

The Temporal and Spatial framework of the
study is in 2019.

Secondly: Literature Review

This part of the study is concerned with
displaying freedom of expression, access to
information, and media work and its legislation

Freedom of expression and access to information

Freedom of expression is one of the basic
rights of citizens and several of other rights such
as freedom of peaceful demonstrations, freedom of
information gaining and freedom of worship, which
have been endorsed by the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in Article 19, which reads: «Every
human being has the right to express his or her
opinions without harassment» and that «everyone
has the right to freedom of expression (Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, Article 19).

Advantages of freedom of expression

1. Building a generation capable of influencing
society: That means young people must be free
and courageous, so the fear of expressing an idea

28

shouldn’t lead to fear, to pave the way for the
generation in leading the society, and strengthens
their role to realize the advancement of the society.

2. Manifestation of ideas, which is a natural
outcome of expressing ideas and when freedom of
expression is allowed to be exercised, the owners
of ideas can submit them to decision-makers, which
leads to their embodiment of a reality that changes
the course of life.

3.Encouraging acceptance of others and opening
doors for dialogue between cultures, which leads to
social solidarity.

Censorship

The term censorship means the examination
and scrutiny carried out by officials, and stopping
censorship is considered as one of the basics of freedom
of expression, as it is one of the primary rights.

Types of Censorship

1. Self-censorship: It is practiced by the media
practitioner before handing over the news stuff to
the editor— in-chief who amends it.

2.Pre-censorship, which takes place before
publishing press or broadcasting materials broadcast
by electronic media.

3. Post-censorship, often punitive, takes place
after publishing or broadcasting. Controlling
the access to information under the pretext of
preserving national security, makes the task of media
practitioners difficult, especially those who seek to
uncover unacceptable officials’ practices.

Ombudsmen

The term began to be used in Sweden, in 1809,
to protect citizens’ rights by creating an agency
independent of the executive branch. In the United
States, it is known as an ombudsman or public
attorney responsible for investigating complaints
of mismanagement or violation of audience rights
(https://weziwezi.com). In Europe, the Ombudsman
is recognized as a national human rights institution.
Its position was created in the 20th century by
some countries and international organizations
(The American Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language (5th ed.), 2014).

Sudanese media and legislation

In 1899, British colonialism published a
newspaper, which was concerned with publishing
new laws and official rules, which was known as
Sudan Gazette. It was the first Sudanese newspaper to
be published in Arabic and English and followed by
another one, which was published in Arabic in 1902,
and owned by Lebanese and Egyptians journalists,
and it was a pro-colonialist (Khalil, 2014).
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The country’s first press law was issued in 1930,
and newspapers were not allowed to be published
without the permission and consent of the colonizer
(Magdi, 2019)

While the Sudanese newspapers began their
anti-colonial activity, in May 1940 Sudanese
radio transmission began in Omdurman city by
broadcasting news of World War II.

In the 1990s, local radio stations were
established with a local character, besides private
and specialized. The radio formed the consciousness
of African peoples, including Sudan, and contributed
to the development (Mustafa Salah El-Din, 2014).

A year after the May 1969 coup, by Jafaar
Numairi, the Sudanese press was nationalized and
the press was restricted until the April 6, 1985
uprising. The parliamentary government allowed
freedom of the press, and publications increased.
However, censorship emerged again with the coup
of 30 July 1989, and newspapers were owned by the
army and the official spokesman system emerged.

In the nineties of the twentieth century, the
government tightened its grip on freedom of
expression, and the media practitioners did not have
the right of the freedom of expression. Radio and
television had listeners and viewers because they
shaped the consciousness of the people of Sudan.

When the civil war broke out in South Sudan,
warring factions and southern separatist movements
established clandestine radio stations targeting
Sudanese who lived in Eritrea and Ethiopia to
circumvent censorship.

Khartoum satellite channel was established,
for collecting television stuff and re-broadcasted
to subscribers and when satellite channels were
launched with direct broadcast satellites in the 1990s,
the competent authorities controlled the delivery of
satellite channels to homes by issuing licenses of
possession of satellite dishes for direct transmission
through the broadcast audience at home. Then there
was a breakthrough in dealing with satellite channels
at that time, by allowing the establishment of private
and specialized television stations. Meanwhile,
satellite dishes for live television broadcasting grew
and became popular among the affluent in the 1990s.
Viewers were able to obtain foreign television
programs by subscription.

Scientific research methodology

Firstly: The Press. A follower of the Sudanese
press legislation, the Press and Publications, can
notice throughout the media legislation journey
since colonialism and the first law to regulate the

work of journalism and the press was issued in 1930,
then it was amended in 1947. Then the military
coup occurred in 1989, which tightened its vest on
media then another law was issued in 1993. The
Press and Publications Council was established to
support pr0— government press, and legislation was
amended in 96, 99, 2000, 2004, 2009 with articles
that accuse the media of violation of laws that back
the government, if it deviates from the state’s line.
Then Sudanese media became under government
control. These legislations raised problems with the
practice of the media and affected Sudan’s relations
with neighboring countries (Bakhit, 2019).

In 1993, the Press and Publications Law was
issued, easing restrictions imposed on newspapers,
and allowing «political» newspapers to resume
publishing with permission from bodies, including
the Press and Publications Council. The introduction
of the Internet in the 1990s broadened Sudanese
access to information. Nevertheless, the government-
maintained control of the media throughout the
decade. With the exacerbation of the civil war in
the south of Sudan, the government imposed a state
of emergency was imposed in 1999, that paved the
way for more control over the media. Then it was
partially lifted in 2001, but it did not achieve an
improvement in the freedom of media practice.

The signing of the peace agreement in 2005
allowed a measure of freedom and independent
newspapers were established, however, they were
soon controlled and many Sudanese journalists and
foreign correspondents were arrested in the first half
of 2006. When South Sudan separated in 2011, the
media became restricted (Bakhit, 2019).

Obstacles hinder press practices in Sudan

1. All of the press laws in Sudan hindered the
practice of Sudanese journalists that, since the
issuance of the Press Law for the year to 2019, and
press freedom was supportive of the ruling regimes
because they formed the media profession to serve
the ruling regime and enable it to consolidate its rule
and spread its ideology (Hamza, 2019).

2. The presence of newspapers loyal to the ruling
regime, and a blind eye to paying taxes, while,
France exempts newspapers and media institutions
from taxes, and support them according to the
French Press Law (Adam, 2019).

3. There is a relationship between the Press and
Publications Council and the Security Organ which
cooperated to control press work in the country.

4.The press laws are responsible for practicing
journalistic activity and criminalize journalists
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before the crime is proven. This has led to the
restriction of the press, the activation of self-
censorship (Bella, 2019).

5. Press legislation intersects with the authority
represented in the minister concerned with the
media, thus, the authoritarian theory and gatekeeping
appears besides pre-censorship of media content.

Secondly: Radio and Television of Sudan. The
Sudanese Radio and Television Corporation included
Radio and Television, then the radio and television
separated into two bodies. This administrative
instability caused the instability of the performance
policies of the two bodies (Awad, 2019).

Concerning broadcasting, legislation facilitates
as much as practicing this activity, and guarantees
licensing for the establishment of new satellite
channels as well as making them available for the
frequency through which they are broadcast, such as
the one practiced in the United Kingdom in which the
British Broadcasting Corporation worked to regulate
media activity, but taxes were imposed on television
receiver sets, according to the Telecommunications
Law of 2003. The problem is that the content is
governed by controls linked to government policies
is not balanced (Babiker, 2019).

The private media, such as radio stations,
television channels were established, and applied
their style and mission. Media laws had no effect on
the media message in terms of organizing the content,
but the security organ replaced the legislation, and
thus the content of the message became judged by its
suitability to the government’s line, not the legislation
regulating rights of the profession and its ethics.
Then the era of digital media came and digital media
spread, in the absence of legislation that regulates it,
and laws are still in the building phase (Bakhit, 2019).

Control over radio and television activity

Working for radio and television depends on
concepts set by the Ministry of media. The state
restricted the private and public sectors.

Disadvantages of censorship

1 — The legislation regulating work in the field
of radio and television in Sudan is inspired by the
state’s policy, here is the core of the problem, as
the state’s policy and its vision are imposed on the
media in Sudan, thus they are reflected negatively
on the performance of radio stations and television
channels and the legal environment.

2 — There are laws for private TV channels that
have been issued by the state which suit its policy.
A committee was formed known as Committee
for Watching Programs, responsible for controlling
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non — Sudanese TV programs. It also played the
role of gatekeeping over the programs prepared by a
specialized working team to meet the state’s directives.

3 — There is a tight constriction not on all TV
and radio programs imposed by the state, as the
authority allowed to deal with specific topics without
crossing red lines (according to the state directives).
Media practitioners knew that these restrictions are
unjustified.

4 — Stopping or suspending programs that
are believed to deal with the issues shouldn’t be
reviewed, for a period of up to three months. On
the other level, youth social programs are presented
to discuss issues boldly and clearly, but they are
superficial and may be described as (sensitive
issues), which are presented in other areas such as
social media and yellow newspapers, but it cannot
be shown on TV.

Thirdly: the Practical Part. A— Content analysis
of media laws.

1 — Analysis of the Press Law Of 1930 and the
laws that followed.

A — the Press Law Of 1930 amended repeatedly,
inthe years 1947 — 1948 — 1959, the law amendments
focused on facilitating the conduct of journalistic
work, such as the legal controls (Bakhit, 2019).

B — A military coup seized power in 1969 and
confiscated the press in 1970. In 1971 a decree was
issued to give the ruling party the right to own the
Sudanese press.

C — In 1973, the Press Law was issued which
defined the ownership of the press for the people
to run in their name and the Sudanese Socialist
Union on their behalf to preserve the people’s right
to education and enlightenment by the law, the
Minister of media monitors newspapers.

D — The amended law guarantees freedom of
expression in 1975.

E — Press laws were issued in 1993 — 1996 —
1999 — and were amended in 2000 — 2004 2009.
These laws were borrowed from previous laws, the
imposition of licensing on newspapers and the right
to correct editors, followed by laws of 1405 and
1406 AH, and the controls of issuing newspapers
in Sudan, and importing newspapers from abroad
besides establishment of news agencies and
journalistic service centers.

The law specified that newspapers should be
issued by companies by the Companies Law of 1925,
which restricts the freedom to publish newspapers.
The Press Laws of 1993 and 1996 stipulated that
pressure groups and political parties are not allowed
to own newspapers.

B — Analysis of laws of radio and television
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1 — Sudanese Radio and Television Corporation
Act of 2001, which is the law applied during the
study period 2019.

A — The Competent Minister intervenes in the
usual activities of radio and television, as it issues
general directives for this activity so that the
Corporation becomes under his supervision and
intervenes in this activity

B — The law referred to the state’s policies,
achievements and community activity that should
be known, but the law did not specify these policies
and achievements.

workers receive regular and fair training, but it did
not indicate how it is implemented.

D — They indicated the replacement or main-
tenance of radio and television production equipment
but without details.

E — The law specified the authority of the Board
of Trustees to approve the general budget and other
financial procedures but without details (National
Authority for Radio and Television Law, 2019).

2 — Analysis of interviews conducted with Sudanese
journalists and media professionals in the year 2019

A — Biodata of the sample members

C — The law indicated that radio and television A —the Sex
Table 1 — The sex
Percentage Duplicates Sex
52,5 21 Male
47,5 19 Female
100 40 Total

— Table No. (1) shows that 52.5% of the
respondents of the interview sample of Sudanese
journalists and media professionals are males, and
47.5% of them are females. The interview aimed

Table 2 - The ages of the study sample

to know opinions about the position of freedoms
granted to them and their rights when performing
their duties in the presence of applicable
legislation.

age Duplicates Percentage
25— less than 35 1 2.5

35— less than 45 5 12,5

45 -less than 55 13 32,5

55— less than65 15 40

65— more than 65 5 12,5

Total 40 100

According to Table No. (2), which shows the
age groups of the members of the interview sample,
findings as following:

— 2.5% of the selected interviewees of the Suda-
nese journalists and media professionals are between
the ages of 25 and less than 35 years. 12.5% of both

age groups 35 and less than 45 years and aged 65
years and over. 32.5% of the respondents represent
the age group between 45 and less than 55 years old,
and 40% of them are between 55 — less than 65 years.
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Table 3 - For the qualifications of the study sample

qualifications Duplicates Percentage
BA 5 12.5
Higher Diploma 3 7,5
Master degree 7 17,5
Phd degree 25 62.5
Total 40 100

Table (3), illustrates the qualifications of the
sample representing the study, they are as following
— 62.5% of the sample holders of a doctorate in

Table 4 - Explains the workplace of the sample of the study

media, 17.5% of them hold a master’s degree, 12.5%
hold a bachelor’s degree, and 7.5% are holders of a
higher diploma.

Workplace Duplicates Percentage
Newspapers 17 42.5
Radio 6 15
Television 13 32.5
Sudan news agency 4 10
Total 40 100

Table No. (4) shows the place of work that the
sample of the study affiliated to, the following:
— 42.5% of the sample work for newspapers,

32.5% work for TV, 15% of them work for Suda-
nese radio stations and 10% of them work for SUNA
B- Answers to the interview questions:

Table 5 - Questions were asked to the sample of Sudanese media professionals who participated in the standardized interview

Statement

Agree

%

Strongly
Agree

%

Don’t
Know

%

Disagree | %

Strongly
Disagree

%

Media legislation guarantees
the right of Sudanese media
professionals to have free ac-
cess to information

15

2.5

30

75

The media legislation includes
the right of the Sudanese me-
dia practitioner to express his
views

20

25

62.5

The applied media legislation
leads to the practice of self-
censorship by the Sudanese
media person

27

67.5

12.5 5

12.5

Sudanese media apply laws
other than those issued to reg-
ulate media activities

21

52.5

16

7.5

There are many censorship
bodies over the Sudanese media

10

25

20

50

7.5

7.5

Non-media legislation pro-
vides for the imposition of
taxes and fees on inputs for
media in Sudan

12.5

29

72.5

10
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Media legislation includes
wage guarantee provisions for 5 12.5 -
Sudanese media professionals

28 70 2 5 5 12.5

Media legislation protects the
media person while perform- 6 15 -
ing his duty

Sudanese media are being sus-
pended from operating under 4 10 7
non-media legislation

17.5 20

50 - - 9 225

The legislation guarantees the
right of the media person to
raise complaints to the Om-
budsman

11 27.5 - - 29 72.5

Media legislation includes the
financial aspects that govern 7 17.5 -
media work

3 7.5 1 2.5 29 72.5

Media legislation includes the
media person right to continu- 5 12.5 2
ous work training

7 17.5 - - 26 65

Sudanese media legislation
includes the development of
media production equipment
in Sudan

19 47.5 - - 14 35

Media legislation includes the
maintenance of media produc- 6
tion equipment

20 50 - - 14 35

Media legislation includes the
employment of media profes- - - -
sionals in the field of media

1 2.5 4 10 35 87.5

Media legislation includes
kinds of punishment to media
person who thought that he
violates the route of the state

12 30 18 45 10 25

Results and discussion

Table No. (5), shows the following:

1. 15% of respondents agree that media legisla-
tion includes the right of Sudanese media profession-
als to have free access to information, 2.5% of them
don’t know about this fact, and 7.5% do not agree that
media legislation indicates the right of media profes-
sionals to have free access to information and 75% of
them strongly disagree that it points out that the me-
dia persons’ right to have free access to information.

2. 20% of respondents agree that the media leg-
islation applied in Sudan includes legal articles on
the right of the Sudanese journalist to express his
views, 7.5% of them strongly agree that the media
legislation includes legal articles on the right of the
Sudanese journalist to express his views, 10 % of
them do not agree with the statement that the media
legislation includes legal articles on the right of the
Sudanese journalist to express his views, and 62.5%
of them do not strongly agree that the Sudanese me-
dia legislation includes legal articles on this right.

3. 67.5% of the sample respondents agree that
the statement that the Sudanese media legislation
leads the Sudanese media to practice self-censorship
during his work, and 12.5% of them strongly agree
that the Sudanese media legislation leads the Su-
danese media practicing self-censorship, the same
percentage of them do not know whether the media
legislation leads the Sudanese media practicing self-
censorship and only 7.5% of them do not agree with
the validity of this issue.

4.52.2% of respondents agree on the conformity
of the statement, which is that the Sudanese media
apply laws other than those issued to regulate media
activities, 40% of them strongly agree with the state-
ment, which is that the Sudanese media apply laws
other than those issued to regulate media activities,
and 7.5 % of them don’t know about this issue.

5. 25% of the sample respondents agree that the
phrase referring to the existence of a large number
of Sudanese media censorship organs, 50% of them
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strongly agree with the of the phrase referring to a
large number of Sudanese media censorship bodies,
7.5% of them do not know about this issue, the same
percentage of them strongly disagree with that and
10% disagree with this issue.

6. 12.5% of the sample respondents agree that the
statement that indicates the existence of non-media
legislation that provides for imposing taxes and fees
on the inputs of media activity in Sudan is identical,
72.5% of them do not know this and 5% of them
don’t agree with the conformity of the phrase indicat-
ing the existence of legislation The non-media pro-
vision stipulates the imposition of taxes and fees on
the inputs of the Sudanese media activity and 10% of
them strongly disagree with this statement.

7. 12.5% of the sample respondents agree on
the conformity of the phrase indicating that the
media legislation includes articles and clauses
that refer to wages for Sudanese media profes-
sionals, 70% of them do not know about this is-
sue, 5% of them do not agree with the consisten-
cy of the phrase, which is that these legislation
contains articles and indicates the wages of 10%
of them strongly disagree.

8. 15% of the respondents of the interview sam-
ple agree on the conformity of the phrase, which is
that the media legislation provides for the protection
of the journalist while performing his duty, 5% of
them do not know of this issue, 10% of them do not
agree with that and 70% of them strongly disagree
with the congruence of the phrase, which is that me-
dia legislation provides for the protection of the me-
dia while performing his duty.

9. 10% of the study sample agree on the con-
formity of the statement, which is that Sudanese
media organizations are being suspended from work
according to non-media legislation, 17.5% of them
do not agree that the statement matches, 50% of the
sample individuals do not have information about
that, 22.5% of them Strongly disagree with the con-
formity of the statement, which is that Sudanese me-
dia organizations are being suspended from operat-
ing under non-media legislation.

10. 27.5% do not know whether the Sudanese
media legislation includes the right of the media per-
son to raise his complaints to the Ombudsman, 72.5%
of them do not strongly agree that there is Sudanese
media legislation that includes the right of the media
person to raise his complaints to the Ombudsman.

11. 17,5% agree on the conformity of the phrase,
which is that the media legislation includes the finan-
cial aspects that run the media work, 7.5% of them do
not know that, 2.5% do not agree on the conformity
of the phrase, which is that the media legislation in-
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cludes the financial aspects of the conduct of media
work and 72. 5% disagree that the statement.

12. 12.5% of the respondents agree on the con-
formity of the phrase, which is that media legislation
includes the right of the media person to continuous
work training 5% strongly agree with that, 17.5%
of them do not know this and 65% of them strongly
disagree with the conformity of the statement which
is that Media legislation includes the right of the me-
dia person to continuous work training.

13. 12.5% of the sample agree that the state-
ment, which is that the Sudanese media legisla-
tion includes the development of media production
equipment in Sudan, 2.5% of them strongly agree
that the Sudanese media legislation refers to the
development of media production equipment in Su-
dan, 47.5% of them do not know this issue and 35%
of them strongly disagree that the legislation points
out to the development of equipment.

14. 15% of the sample respondents agree on the
conformity of the phrase, which is that the media
legislation includes the maintenance of media pro-
duction equipment, 50% of them have no knowl-
edge of this, and 35% of them do not strongly agree
on the conformity of the statement, which is that the
media legislation includes the maintenance of media
production equipment.

15. 2.5% of them do not know whether media
legislation includes the employment of media pro-
fessionals in the field of media, 10% disagree, and
87.5% strongly disagree with that.

16. 30% of the sample don’t know that Suda-
nese media legislation includes kinds of punishment
to media person who thought that he violates the
route of the state, 45% of the sample disagree that
Sudanese media legislation includes kinds of pun-
ishment to media person who thought that he vio-
lates the route of the state and 25% of the sample
strongly disagree that Sudanese media legislation
includes kinds of punishment to media person who
thought that he violates the route of the state.

Conclusion

This study came because of the urgent need of
studying the Sudanese legislation that governs the
media activity in the country, especially since this
activity is between the hammer of the ruling author-
ity, which subjects these media to publishing what
goes with its line to become a trumpet that it uses to
reflect its activities and the anvil of gatekeepers who
exercise censorship. This study found that media
legislation did not preserve freedom of expression
or access to information, and there is no Ombuds-
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man concerned with raising complaints by the me-
dia practitioners and audience. Sudanese media laws
don’t include kinds of punishment to media person
who thought that he violates the route of the state,
however media practitioners are punished by other
laws such as emergency, civil or criminal laws.

Recommendations

1 — The importance of enacting media legisla-
tion that takes into account the Sudanese political
transformations after the 2018-2019 political chang-
es in the country, to change the line of the Sudanese
media, and to meet the needs of society and youth.

2 —The need for legislation to ensure that media
professionals receive information and news from
their sources, inaccessible ways, that take into ac-
count the ethics of the profession, when collecting
and formulating information besides guarantee their
safety from legal accountability.

3 — The necessity for the promotion of legisla-
tion of Sudanese media to reach high professional-
ism, and the importance of media legislation em-
bodying the spirit of innovation and competitive
vitality among media.

4 — The necessity of establishing courts for me-
dia cases, activating the Office of Grievances Om-
budsman and its interest in raising complaints.
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