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PUBLICATION AND SCIENTIFIC VISIBILITY
IN COMMUNICATION. THE LATIN AMERICA CASE

Doctor Juan Fernando Muiioz Uribe

Scientific production on communication issues in the world is increasing and can be evidenced in
the visibility records of authors and studies in journals of high scientific impact. However, in regions
such as Latin America, this production is not as desired, and continues to suffer from satisfactory indica-
tors of visibility of the efforts of institutions and researchers. This is revealed by the exploratory research
and technological surveillance and strategic intelligence carried out from the Scopus database, in ob-
servance of the Scimago Journal and Country Rank (SJR) classification in the period 2018-2022, and in
comparison with the scientific production of the periods 2014-2019 and from 2000 to 2022.

The visibility of scientific production in high-impact journals (quartiles: 1, 2, 3 and 4) reveals that
Latin America increased not only research, but also scientific production in communication during the
period 2018-2022. An unfinished formation and conformation of the field of communication deserves
to listen to the heartbeat of all regions of the world (Torrico, 2011) and provoke reflection on the consti-
tutive history of the field of knowledge, as well as communication research (Vidales, 2015), at times in
which science has and can access greater possibilities for its strengthening.

Key words: technological surveillance, communication research, scientific production, scientific
visibiliy, Latin America.
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KOMMYHUKal;USI JUCKYpCbIHgaZbl ZbIAbIMU XKapusiAaHbiIMgapgblH MaHbI3gbIAbIZbI:
AaTbiH AMepukacbiHbIH MbICaAbIHgA.

KoMMyHMKaums maceAaeaepi BOMbIHLIA AYHMEXY3IAIK FbIAbIMM €HOEKTEPAIH KOAEMI XbIA CarblH
KapKbIHMEH 6CiMn KeAe >KaTKaHbIH MMMNaKT-(hakTopbl XKOFapbl )KYpHaAAapAQ OCbl CAAAAAFbl FAABIMAAPAbBIH
SKapPUSIAQHbIMbIHBIH apTyblHaH Kepyre 0GoAaabl. AAaiiad, AaTblH AMepuKacbl CUSIKTbl arMakTapAa
MYHAQM eHbeKTep CypaHbICKa Me eMEC KOHE DAl KYHre AEMiH FbIAbIMU MEKEMEAED MEH FAAbIMAAPADIH
KYLU->KirepiHiH KaHaraTTaHAPAbIKTaM AEHreniHiH KaAbinTacnayblHaH 3usiH weryae. byran 2018-2022
>KbIAAAP apaAblFbiHAaFbl Scimago Journal skeHe Country Rank (SJR) kaaccudmkaumsicbiHa carkec Scopus
AEPEKKOPbIHAH XXYPri3iAreH aAAblH aAa 3epTTeyAep, TEXHOAOTMSABIK KaAaFaAay >KoHe CTpaTermsAbiK
6apaay, coHpait-ak 2014-2019 xbiasap meH 2000-2022 bIAAAP aPaAbIFbIHAAFbI FbIAbIMM €HOEKTepAI
CaAbICTbIPMAAbl TAAAQY HOTUXKEAEPI ABAEA GOAAADI.

JKoFapbl perTUHriAI >KypHaaaapAarbl (1, 2, 3 >keHe 4-KBapTWAb) FbIAbIMM >XKapusiAaHbIMAAPAAH
2018-2022 >blAAAp apaAbiFbiHAA AaTbliH AMEpPMKAChl XaHe OYKIASAEMAE KOMMYHMKALIMS CaAaCblHAQ
3epTTeyAEepAiH FaHa eMeC, COHbIMEH KaTap FbIAbIMM BHIMAEPAIH apTKaHbliH 6arkanmbl3d. KoMMyHMKaLmMs
CaAaCbIHbIH AI A€ TOAbIK KaAbINTacnaybl MeH KOH(OPMaLMSCbIHAH-aK SAEMHIH GapAbIK aliMaKTapbIHbIH
ThIHbIC-TipWIAiriH 6iayre 60Aaabl (Toppurko, 2011) xaHe GiAIM CaAacbIHbIH, KOHCTUTYTUBTI TapUXbIHA,
COHAAM-akK, Kasipri yakbITTa KOMMYHMKaUMSIAbIK, 3epTTeyaepre (Buaaaec, 2015) FbIAbIMHBIH KOFaMABbIK,
Mporpecc neH fFbIAbIM MEH BHAIPICTIH 8pPTYPAI CaAacbiHAAFbl KOHCTPYKTUBTI AamyblHa OH acep eTy
MYMKIiHAITT 6ap.

TydiH ce3gep: TEXHOAOTMSAbIK 6akbiAdy, KOMMYHMKALMSIABIK 3epTTEYAEP, FbIAbIMU OHAIpIC,
FbIAbIMM TaHbIM, AaTblH AMepUKachl.
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O6bemM MUMPOBOM Hay4YHOM MPOAYKLMM MO BOMPOCaM KOMMYHMKALMU CTPEMUTEAbHO PacTeT, uTo
NMOATBEPXKAQETCS pe3yAbTaTaMM HayUHbIX MCCAEAOBAHWM, MYAMKYEMbIX B >KYPHaAaX C BbICOKMM MM-
nakT-cpakTopom. OAHAKO TPYAbl AATMHOAMEPUKAHCKMX aBTOPOB HE MOAYYalOT AOAXKHOWM OLLEHKM, Tpa-
AVLMOHHO (DMKCUPYIOTCSl HE BbICOKME MOKA3aTEeAU HAYUYHOW BUAMMOCTU paboThl YUEHbIX 3TOTO permo-
Ha. AaHHbIN (hakT Tak)Ke OTPaKeH B PSIAE UCCAEAOBAHUI, TEXHOAOTMYECKMX HABAIOAEHMSX M MOKa3a-
TEASIX CTPATErnMyeckon pa3BeAkM C MCMOAb30BaHMEM 6asbl AaHHbIX Scopus U Kaaccudmkaumm Scimago
Journal and Country Rank (SJR) 3a nocaeatue 5 aet (2018-2022), a TakxKe pe3yAbTaTamMu CPaBHUTEAb-
HOro aHaAM3a Hay4HOM NPoAYyKLMM 3a neprnoAbl: 2014-2019 1 2000-2022 rr.

M3yyueHre MaciluTaboB Hay4HOM MPOAYKLMN B XXYPHAAAX C BbICOKOM oTAaqen (keaptman 1, 2, 3 n 4)
rnokasblBaeT, YTo AaTMHCKasi AMepMKa 1 BECb MUP YBEAUYMAM HE TOABKO MCCAEAOBAHUS, HO M HAYYHYIO
NPoAYKUMIO B cchepe KOMMYHMKauMn B neproa, ¢ 2018-2022 rr. Tem He MeHee, He3aBepLueHHoe op-
MMpOBaHWe 1 KOH(OpMaLMs AaHHO 0OAACTM 3HAHWI TPeOYIOT BHUMAHWS CO CTOPOHbI BCEX PErMOHOB
mupa (Toppuko, 2011) U CTUMYAUPYIOT Pa3MbILLAEHUSI O KOHCTUTYTUBHOM MCTOPMM 0BAACTM 3HAHMIA, A
Tak>Ke 0 KOMMYHUKaLMOHHbIX MCCAeAoBaHMaX (Buaanec, 2015) BO BpeMeHa, Koraa Hayka MMeeT BO3-
MO>KHOCTb OKa3blBaTb MOAOXUTEAbHOE BAMSIHME Ha OBLLECTBEHHDbIA MPOrPecc M KOHCTPYKTUBHOE pas-

BUTHE B PA3AMUHbIX Chepax u 06AACTSX HAyKu U NMPOM3BOACTBA.
KAtoueBble cAOBa: TEXHOAOTMUYECKOE HABAIOAEHUE, KOMMYHUKALLMOHHbIE MCCAEAOBAHUS, HAy4YHOE
NMPOM3BOACTBO, «Hay4Hasi BUAMMOCTb», AaTUHCKas AMepumKa.

Introduction

In the same way as it happens in the world,
the scientific production on Communication is-
sues is increasing in Latin America. This can be
evidenced by the progressive increase in publica-
tions by authors and institutions in classified and
indexed journals as having a high scientific im-
pact. It may also be due to the interest of univer-
sities and research centers on making academic
research visible.

Literature review

Communication and journalism have strength-
ened their disciplinary category since the beginning
of the 20th century (Jinghong, X., Xinyang, Y.,
Shiming, H., & Wenbing, C., 2019). While this is
happening, the fragmentation of the fields of study
(Corona-Berkin, 2017). and the discussions around
the very definition of the concept of communica-
tion (Fuentes-Navarro, 2019) are evident. However,
these are not the only circumstances associated with
scientific production in the field of communication
and its scientific visibility, for example: there are
variables and indicators that reveal the efforts made
by authors, researchers, and educational institutions
as insufficient.

The visibility of scientific production in high-
impact journals (quartiles 1, 2, 3 and 4) reveals that
Latin America and the world increase not only re-
search, but also scientific production in communi-
cation during the period 2018-2022 (Mufioz-Uribe,
J. F., 2022). This is verified with the review of ar-
ticles on the Scopus digital platform in which the
United States ranks the most significant records of
publications (350 articles); Spain places second (85
articles), Germany in third place (59 articles), the
United Kingdom in fourth place (50 articles) and
China in the fifth occupation (34 articles). In the
case of Latin America, for the same period, Brazil
ranks ninth (18 articles) and Mexico ranks 19 (10
articles). From this last technological surveillance,
it was possible to identify the significant scaling of
Spain (from fourth to second place in the ranking
of visibility in high-impact publication, regardin to
the period 2014-2019), in addition to a worldwide
decrease in scientific visibility in the years 2014
and 2017 compared to growth above the evolution-
ary trend of behavior that had occurred from 2009
to 2015, and subsequently, from 2016 to 2021. In
the last five years (2017-2021) the decrease cor-
responded to a -9.7% compared to 2020, surely as-
sociated with the pandemic consequences of Co-
vid-19.
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Figure 1 — Behavior of the visibility of high-impact scientific production in
Communication in Scopus, period 2000- June 2022

Findings and discussion of content analysis

According to the technological surveillance on
visibility of the world scientific publication carried
out for the periods 2000-2022 (4,414 articles), 2014-
2019 (1,765 articles) and the last 5 years: 2018-2022
(1,513 articles), the countries that kept the first 10

2500

places of visibility of scientific production in high-
impact journals in Scopus were the United States (it
has prevailed in first place and differed substantially
from the following countries in number of records),
Spain, Germany, the United Kingdom, China, Cana-
da and Australia (Mufioz-Uribe, J. F., 2021).

2097
2 2000
S
© 1500
ot —
‘g 1000 oooooooo
2 3EG s ;
=5 500 24y 228........ 157........ a4 lzi ” - -
E O --------------- SR T TR
o & & >) @ . & g :
500 g ! Q Q | |
< .<$§9 S & & & & 55 < g
) : . & S &
X ’
N % %
N
Country

Figure 2 — Top ten countries, period 2000- June 2022

Some of these countries have changed their posi-
tion in the international ranking in the last two years.
In the case of Latin America, for example, there is a
considerable rise in Brazil, which has encreased its
number of records and publications in journals with

a high scientific impact and which does not appear
in the top ranking in the average ranking of the last
two decades of the 10 best-ranked countries in terms
of visibility of high-impact scientific publications in
communication.
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Figure 3 — Top ten countries, period 2020- June 2022

The visibility of research articles in journals of
high scientific impact turns out to be a matter of great
interest and importance in relation to the social appro-
priation of knowledge (Moyano, R., 2014). But, also,
an element to which the researcher must comply him-
self for the constitution of his research file that, in ad-
dition to not solving the scientific quality of the pub-
lications, forces a dependence on impact indicators
such as the h-index —identified in the Web of Science,
Scopus or Google Scholar sites— mostly required by
state institutions, evaluation agencies and universities
due to the incessant interest in occupying a place in
international rankings such as the Academic Ranking
of World Universities not sufficiently adapted to sci-
entific research in the social sciences (Guyot, 2022).

In the international classification with the high-
est visibility of publications with a high scientific
impact in communication, the best located Latin
American countries best in the first 50 positions
and during 3 periods of technological surveillance
(2010-2013, 2014-2019 and 2018-2022) have been
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Brazil, Mexico and Colombia. However, there is
evidence of a progressive increase in publication re-
cords in high-impact scientific journals from coun-
tries such as Chile, Argentina, Ecuador and Peru.

The data recorded by technological surveil-
lance in Scopus was unthinkable in the last century,
among other factors, because publications and infor-
mation systems were not digitized in the way that is
done today. Additionally to the boom of the Internet
and digital networks, especially in the last ten years,
which have presented totally unsuspected indicators
in the previous century in relation to the behavior of
the visibility of scientific production.

The 4 technological surveillances were carried out
taking into account the time between 1960 and 2022
as a variable, and aspects such as the digitization of ar-
ticles for publication in Scopus produced from 1960 to
1999 and digitized in Scopus since 2004 (759 articles);
the publication of articles from 2000 to 2013 (1778 ar-
ticles), the publication of articles from 2014 to 2019
(1765 articles) and from 2020 to 2022 (871 articles).
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Figure 4 — Visibility behavior in periods of technological surveillance
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Despite the fact that the visibility in scientific
production in communication reports a growing
trend in the world and in the analysis of regions
such as Latin America, the research dynamic is
still not ideal regarding the first occupations in the
world classification. This report corroborates the
approach of Enghels and Becerrra about the mini-
mal Latin American presence in scientific author-
ship, why they would call for a necessary and ex-
plicit editorial policy for greater and better interna-
tional academic interaction (Enghel, F., & Becerra,
M., 2018).
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In the monitoring of technological surveillance,
some behaviors appeared that could deduce aspects such
as: weak articulation and interdisciplinarity of authors
and institutions, thematic divergence in the field of com-
munication and a wide range of topics to be researched.
On the other hand, in the last 5 years, there has been
a predominance of communication research keywords
such as ‘communication’, ‘communication studies’, ‘so-
cial media’ and ‘journalism’, with a slight decrease in
the use of keywords such as ‘communication research’,
‘political communication’ and journalism and mass
communication education’, among others.
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Figure 5 — Author keywords versus year

Furthermore an undesirable rhythm of region-
al scientific research in the face of new challenges
(Fuentes-Navarro, R., 2015) and the lack of inter-
est in addressing theories and concepts from other
fields of knowledge and even from other scien-
tific disciplines. It seems that greater relevance
has been given to an academic role and to the

evaluative condition than to scientific production;
meanwhile, the disintegration persists in interna-
tional contexts and with regard to educational and
scientific policies (Fuentes-Navarro, R., 2017), in
addition to the disarticulation between research-
ers whose production and scientific visibility is
relevant.
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Conclusion 2011) and provoke reflection on the constitutive his-

tory of the field of knowledge, as well as communi-

An unfinished formation and conformation of  cation research (Vidales, 2015), at times in which

the field of communication deserves to listen to the  science has and can access greater possibilities for
heartbeat of all regions of the world (Torrico, E. R., its strengthening.
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