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EXPLORING MEDIA COVERAGE
OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN EASTERN ETHIOPIA

The study explored the coverage of environmental protection in Harari Mass Media Agency. It used
exploratory design focusing on quantitative content analysis and qualitative textual analysis methods.
A purposive sampling technique was used to selectively gather data pertinent to the study’s objectives.
The findings of the study revealed that Harari Mass Media Agency has given little attention to problems
of environmental conservation. This is due to the fact, that the media didn’t focus and considered the
importance of these in the contemporary media discourse. In addition, the study indicated that nature
protection issues are not included and conspicuously absent in the editorial policy of Harari Mass Media
Agency. In addition, the source of news in the above-mentioned media was mainly from higher govern-
mental officials. The media highly prioritizing government official narratives over expert perspectives.
Thus, this contributed to a distorted representation of environmental articles. The study found out that
the limited diversity in news sources hampered the media’s ability to portray and provide an impartial
and comprehensive coverage of nature problems. Moreover, the study revealed that the media does
not have professional journalist who can do it. This deficiency significantly contributed to the minimal
coverage of environmental issues in the media reporting. The study acclaims that the media should
provide adequate coverage. Lastly, the study strongly recommends that the media should take proactive
measures to enhance environment coverage by revising its editorial policy to incorporate it as a key focus
area in the media.

Key words: ecological balance, editorial guidelines, public authorities, The Harari Mass Media
Agency, media reporting.
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LUbiFbic Dchbronusasarbl KOpLLIAFaH OpPTaHbl KOPFay MacCeAeAepiHiH,
6yKapaAblK aKnapar KYpaAAapbIHAA XXapUSIAAHYbIH 3epTTey

ByA Makanaaa «Xapapu» GyKapaablk aknapart areHTTiriHiH KopliaFraH opTaHbl KOPFay TakblipblObiH
KaMTy MaceAeci 3epTTeAai. MyHAQ MOTIHAI TaAAayAblH CaHAbIK, MAa3MYHAbIK, TAAKbIAQyAApbl MeH
canaAbl 8AICTEpiHE HEri3AEATeH 3epTTey BAICi KOAAAHBIAABL. 3epTTey MaKcaTTapblHa COMKeC KeAeTiH
AEPEKTEPAI XKMHAY YLiH MaKCcaTTbl ipikTey dAiCi NnarnaasaHbliAAbl. 3epTTey HaTuxkeAepi Harari Mass
Media areHTTiriHiH, KopluaraH opTaHbl KOpFay MaceAeAepiHe a3 KeHiA 6eAeTiHiH kepceTTi. Cebebi,
OGyKapaAblK, aknapart KypaaAapbl Kasipri Meama AMCKYypCTa OYA MOCEAEHIH MaHbI3AbIAbIFbIHA Ha3ap
ayAapManabl KaHe >KaH-XXakKTbl KapacTblpMarabl. COHbIMEH KaTap, 3epTTey KopluaFaH OpTaHbl
Kopray MaceAeAaepi Harari Mass Media areHTTiriHiH, pesakumsAbIK, cascaTbiHAQ KaMTbIAMaFaHbIH
JKOHE aHblK, TYPAE >XKOK, eKeHiH KepcCeTTi. AreHTTIKTiH >aHaAbIKTap Ke3i Heri3iHeH >OFapbl
MEMAEKETTIK Kbi3meTkepaep 6oaabl. BAK apHaiibl capaniibirapAbiH, MiKipiHe emec, YKIMeTTiH
pecmn xabapAamasapbiHa 6acbiMAblK, Oepeai. Ocblaaiia, GYA 3KOAOTUSIAbIK, MpoBGAeMarapAbIH
GypMaAaHyblHa bIKMaA eTTi.

3epTTeykaHaAbIKTap KO3AEPiHiH WekTeyAi 6oAYbl GyKapaAblkK aknapaTtKyparAaPbIHbIHIKOAOTUSAbIK,
MaceAeAepAl GerTapan >KoHe >KaH-)KaKkTbl KamTy KabireTiHe Keaepri KeATIpeTiHiH aHbIkTaAbl. Tafbl
6ip aita KeTepAairi, BAK-Ta 3KOAOTMSABIK, MOCEAEAEPA] KAMTUTbIH KOCIBU >KYPHAAMCTEPAIH, >KOK,
eKeHi Ae aHbIKTaAAbl. ByA KeMILiAIKTep aknapar KypaAAapbiHAQ 3KOAOMMSIAbIK, MPOOGAEMaAap TypaAbl
MaTepuaAAapAbl 6Te a3 >KapusAayFa alnTapAbIKTan biknaa eTTi. 3epTrey OyA 6arFbITTa areHTTiKTiH HaKTbl
DKOAOTMSIABIK, MOCEAEAEPAI TUICTI KaMTy Kepek ekeHiH kepceTeai. CoHbIMeH, aBTOpAap GYA areHTTiKKe
KOplUaraH opTaHbl Koprayabl BAK KbI3MeTiHiH Heri3ri 6arbITTapbliHblH, KaTapbiHa KOCY MakCaTblHAQ,
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PeAAKLMSIAbIK, CasicaTTbl KanTa Kapay apKblAbl 3KOAOTMSIAbIK, MPOOAEMaAAAPADI XKapUSAayAbl KEHENTY
6oiibiHLLIA 6eACeHA] WapaAap KabbiapayFa KeHec bepeai.

Ty#iH ce3aep: SKOAOTMSIAbIK, TeNe-TEHAIK, PEAAKLIMSABIK, YCbIHbICTAp, MEMAEKETTIK OMAIK OpraHAa-
pbl, «Xapapu» Bykapaabik aknapar areHTTiri, BAK-Ta >xapusiaay.
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AcnekTbl ocBeweHusi B CMU Bonpocos
OXpaHbl OKpY>KatoLei cpeabl B BoctouHoi Dcuonum

B AaHHOM MCCAeAOBaHMM M3yYeHa MpPAKTMKA OCBELLEHWS TeEMbl OXpaHbl OKPY>Kalollen cpeAbl B
areHTCTBe MaccoBo nHpopmaumum Harari Mass Media. ABTOpbl COCPEAOTOUMAMCH HA MCCAEAOBATEAb-
CKOWM KOHUEMUMN C aKLLEHTOM Ha KOAMYECTBEHHbI KOHTEHT-aHAaAM3 U KauyeCTBEHHble METOAbI TEKCTO-
BOrO aHaAM3a. AAS TOYEUYHOrOo M3Y4YeHUst U BbIBOPOYHOro cO0pa AaHHbIX, COOTBETCTBYIOLIMX LIEASIM
MCCAEAOBAHUS, MCMOAb30BAACS METOA LieAeHarnpaBAEHHOW cerMeHTaumm. Pe3yAbTaTbl MCCAEAOBAHMS
rnokasaAm, 4To areHTcTBO Harari Mass Media yAeAsieT HEAOCTATOYHO BHMMAHMS BOMPOCaM OXPaHbl
OKpYy»KatoLei cpeAbl. ITO CBI3aHO, MO MHEHUIO aBTOPOB, € TeM, 4To CMI peako (hOoKyCHPYIOT BHUMa-
HUE ayAMTOPUM Ha BaXKHOCTM BOMPOCOB OXPaHbl OKPY>Kalolllel CpeAbl B COBPEMEHHOM MEAMAANCKYP-
ce. Kpome TOro, nccaepoBaHue nokasaao, YTO BOMPOCHI OXPaHbl OKPY>KatoLen CpeAbl He BKAIOYEHbI U
SIBHO OTCYTCTBYIOT B PEAAKLIMOHHOM NMOAMTMKE areHTcTBa Harari Mass Media. Kpome Toro, mCTouHnkom
HOBOCTen B areHTCTBe Harari Mass Media cTaHOBSITCSI, B OCHOBHOM, BbICLLIME MPABUTEAbCTBEHHbIE UM~
HOBHMKM. CMW yalle oTAQIOT NpUopuTeT OMLIMAAbHBIM COOOLLEHMSIM NMPABUTEALCTBA, a HE MHEHMAM
3KCnepToB. TakMm o6pasomM, OPMUPYETCS HEKOPPEKTHOE MPEACTABAEHME O PEAAbHOM MOAOXKEHUM
AeA B chepe IKOAOTUH.

MccaepoBaHMe Takyke MOKa3aA0, YTO OrpaHMYeHHOe KOAMYECTBO MCTOYHMKOB HOBOCTEN MpensiT-
cteyetr CMW 6ecnpmnctpacTHO M BCECTOPOHHE OCBELLIATb 3KOAOrM4Yeckme rnpobaembl. Kpome Toro, B
XOAE MCCAEAOBAHMS BbISICHUAOCH, YTO B CMI BocTtouHor Dhronuu HeT npoecCUoHaAbHbIX >KypHa-
AMCTOB, OCBELLAIOLLIMX SKOAOTMYECKME MPOOBAEMbI. DTOT HEAOCTATOK B 3HAUYMTEALHOM CTEMEHU Croco6-
CTBOBAA MMHMMAAbHOMY OCBELLIEHMIO 3KOAOTMYeckux npobaem B CMU. MccaepoBaTean noavepkmnsa-
0T, uTo CMWM AOAXKHBI 06eCcrneunTb aAeKBaTHOE OCBELLEHME AAHHbIX NMPOOAeM. M HakoHel, aBTopbl
pekomeHAYoT CMU NpuHSATL aKTUBHbIE YCUAMS MO PACLUMPEHMIO OCBELLIEHMSI SKOAOTMUYECKMX MPoBAEeM
nyTem rnepecmMoTpa peAAKLMOHHOM MOAUTUKM C LIEAbIO BKAIOUYEHMS OXPaHbl OKPY>KatoLel CpeAbl B Unc-
AO OCHOBHbIX HanpaBAeHni aesTeAbHocT CMU.

KAroueBble cA0Ba: 5KOAOrMYecKmin 6araHC, peAaKLIMOHHbIE PEKOMEHAALIMM, OPTraHbl FOCY AAPCTBEH-
HOI BAACTM, AreHTCTBO MaccoBoi MHdopmaumm Harari Mass Media, ocsewerne 8 CMUA.

Introduction

Precipitably,  environmental issues  has
become the concerns of every country nowadays.
According to Roba (2012), people should have a
common understanding of reducing environmental
deterioration. Everyone has a responsibility of
protecting the environment through cooperation and
active participation in making the earth pollution-
free. The media have a social responsibility in
establishing and crafting an agenda on environmental
issues, and they should pay attention to raising
awareness among people and saving lives. The
main function of the media is as a tool for public
information and awareness. It plays a crucial role
in promoting public opinion and policy on issues
that have a significant impact on people’s lives
(Teklesilase, 2015).

Nowadays, it is known that every country in the
world is affected by environmental problems. Most
advanced countries became prosperous at the cost
of the environment. Thus, the issues of environmen-
tal protection needs action at the global level. These
countries’ concerted efforts to pursue sustainable
socio-economic development through the protection
of the environment are integrated at local, regional,
and international levels (Roba, 2012). They also
highlighted that discussion about global warming,
deforestation, and pollution of the oceans is disturb-
ing attitudes related to economic growth and devel-
opment at local, national, and international levels.

This study aimed to address the gaps within
Harari Mass Media Agency, particularly focusing
on the obstacles in media coverage of environmental
protection issues. Henceforth, this study to answer
the following research questions:
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- What are the primary challenges faced in
reporting on environmental protection?

- Has the Harari Mass Media Agency set
environmental protection issues as one of the major
topics on the public agenda?

- Has there been sufficient attention devoted to
environmental protection issues in media coverage?

Literature review

In Ethiopia, the mainstream media has not
given due attention to environmental protection
issues (Teklesilase, 2015). Teklesilase further states
that the quality and quantity of media coverage
on environmental protection issues seem under
expectations. For instance, Content analysts typically
find gaps in media coverage due to episodic coverage
of dramatic events, and to focusing superficially
on human interest and economic impacts, while
overlooking systemic concerns. Shanhan (2011)
notes that media coverage of environmental issues
remains disproportiantely low compared to the scale
of the problem. Scholars in Ethiopia claims that
there is insufficient representation of environmental
issues in grassroots media and community outlets.
In addition, there is a lack of research investigating
the media’s role in raising environmental awareness,
unlike studies on other development and political
topics. Even though, the media have a significant
role in disseminating environmental information
and creating public awareness, little is known
about their contribution and impact mainly in
Ethiopia. Therefore, investigating the coverage of
environmental issues in media warrants attention.

Griffin (2006) suggests that the media plays
a significant role in shaping our perceptions of
importance by emphasizing certain issues over
others. As a result, audiences often prioritize these
highlighted issues, considering them more significant
due to the influence of the media. Additionally, the
media constructs the meaning of these issues by
presenting a framework for interpretation, which
involves choosing, highlighting, omitting, and
expanding on specific aspects of the news content.
The media’s role is not only to report the facts but
also to frame them in a certain way. In addition,
Griffin noted that media affects how people
perceive some issues as more relevant than others.
In addition, people pay more attention to those
issues and consider them more important because
the media influence our thinking. It is stated by
various researches that the media has not given
due attention and neglected the environmental
protection issues. Although certain media are

covering environmental issues, the contents of
the media lacks of thorough investigation (Wyss,
2018). According to Teklesilassie (2015), the media
portrayal of environmental concerns in Ethiopia are
susceptible to personal opinions and bias. A recent
research conducted by Gerrath et al. (2024) notes
that message warmth virtual influencers are more
reliable sources to promote pro- environmental and
sustainable behaviour.

The use of the Agenda-Setting Theory in this
research aids in establishing a robust perspective on
the influential impact of mass communication and
the media’s role in setting agendas. McCombs and
Shaw (1995) stated that the mass media determines
what is important in people’s minds. The agenda-
setting theory suggests that the prominence
of issues in the mass media can influence the
importance attributed to those issues by the media
audience, such as newspaper readers. It implies
that audiences may perceive issues with the same
level of significance as portrayed by the media. This
theory posits that the media indeed have a cognitive
impact. The media can tell the public what to focus
on. People with higher education levels are more
prone to the agenda-setting effect (Craig, 1995).
People who have a high need for orientation on
a certain topic are also more likely to be affected
by the media. The media may also influence each
other, as well as be influenced by public relations
and public opinion. The interactions between media,
the public, and policymakers are characterized by
mutual influence across various channels. The
public impacts both the media and policymakers,
while policymakers influence policy, the media,
and the public. This dynamic interplay underscores
agenda-setting as a social phenomenon involving
active, simultaneous, and multidirectional roles of
policymakers, news sources, media platforms, and
the audience. The relationship between media and
society is very immediate and widely discussed.
Trivedi et al. (2018) highlighted that the media has
been seen not only in influencicng political opinions
but also it also works on environmental concerens
and attitudes. And, this study explores the effects
of agenda setting on environmental protection
issues and how the media influences public opinion
regarding environmental protection issues.

Research methods

This study employed both quantitative and
qualitative approaches including content analysis,
audio textual analysis, and interview instruments
were used in a step-by-step progression, which is
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termed a sequential approach in mixed methods
(Morse2010). First, the researchers collected and
analyzed the stories from the selected recorded
audio through content analysis used quantitatively.
Then, by setting some criteria, the researchers
continued to select some stories from those already
collected from the recorded audio by using the
nested sampling technique in which the samples are
a subset of those participants chosen for the other
investigation in the same study (Onwuegbuzie et al.
2007 & Moges,2017). This step was undertaken to
conduct audio and textual analysis.

Finally, the researchers interviewed four
editors and senior reporters who have experience
in reporting and editing environmental issues in
the Harari Mass Media Agency. Using different
instruments in a single piece of research makes both
the data collection and analysis strong, and it narrows
the limitations of each method used across the study
(Tashakkori, Teddlie, 1998). These scholars have
reasoned that employing a single method alone
may be both broad and thorough. There are other
advantages when using multiple research methods.
“All methods have inherent biases and limitations,
so the use of only one method to assess a given
phenomenon will inevitably yield biased and limited
results” (Greene et al, 1989).

In research conducted on assessing the scope
of coverage regarding environmental protection
in Harari Mass Media Agency, content analysis
was employed to count the breadth of coverage
concerning environmental protection. It did not give
answers to questions about how the stories were
framed and why this extent of coverage was given
to the issue in content analysing. Of course, this is
the drawbacks of content analysis. Also, it does not
tell how and why something is covered (Wimmer
& Dominick, 2006). To address these gaps, audio-
recorded analysis examined how stories were
framed, while interviews with key informants from
HMMA aimed to explain the framing and coverage.
These interviews were crucial for understanding
how environmental protection stories were crafted
in the selected media. By using multiple instruments,
the study aimed to complement each method’s
limitations, ensuring a comprehensive analysis. The
combination of qualitative and quantitative data
offers a thorough understanding of environmental
protection reporting in HMMA.

Content analysis is a method used to evaluate
how environmental protection issues are covered in
HMMA. It primarily involves analyzing the media
reports within the study. Berelson (1952) asserts
that content analysis focuses on what is being

communicated rather than the subjective nature of
the content or people’s reactions to it. This means
that the content analyst codes the stories only as they
appear, not as what they are intended to be or what
they are intended to mean. As one of the first steps
in this study is identifying what was reported in the
selected programs, content analysis becomes very
important.

Scholars have argued (Weber,1990 2010;
Wimmer & Dominick, 2006) that content analysis
can help to offer broader implications to given
content and can reach valid results that are based on
the observed values. This may be the best instrument
used to collect broader data quantitatively.
Henceforth, with an interest in collecting broader
data systematically and making general inferences,
the content analysis tool was employed here. The
researchers followed the ensuing steps to manage
the content analysis of environmental protection
stories, code them, and process the data) and to
collect the relevant data from HMMA within a
specific sampling time and systematically. These,
in turn, became useful in maximizing the reliability
of the data. The data were gathered within three
months, from the time May 1, 2020- July 30, 2020.

The primary aim of this research is to assess
both the volume and caliber of environmental
topics addressed within HMMA. However, due
to constraints such as time and resources, it isn’t
practical to analyze every Eastern Ethiopian media
outlet. Consequently, HMMA was chosen as a key
focus of the study. This decision was based on its
substantial audience reach within the West and
East Hararghe Regions, as well as its extensive
geographical coverage. The study involved the
participation of four individuals, including two
editors and two senior reporters from HMMA.

Archived radio news files and newspapers
were used as the main sources. A coding book
was prepared to collect relevant data used for the
study. Coding was carried out by the researcher
and one reporter from HMMA. Besides, in-depth
interviews were held with editors and reporters
working in the newsrooms of target media outlets
to gather qualitative data used to back the findings
of the quantitative data. Content analysis of in-depth
interviews were held with editors and reporters.

In the content analysis, the themes, subjects, or
issues to be studied can be categorized into different
subcategories. In this study, the researchers have
defined categories to analyze significant content.
This is because every unit should not be analyzed
unless it has some sort of importance or relevance
to the aim of the research. Based on this technical



Exploring Media Coverage of Environmental Protection in Eastern Ethiopia

assumption, the researchers have developed a coding
sheet consisting of 7 major content categories which
were applied for the coding of sample news editions
in general and environmental stories in specific, too.
The content-coding categories are enumerated and
explained as follows.

Kinds of Environmental Theme(S) the News
Story Deals with- this content-coding category
was meant to gather data used to know about the
thematic focus of news coverage by the media
studied regarding various environmental issues
categorized as:

- News stories categorized under “Environmental
problems/Challenges” pertain to topics discussing
the causes or consequences of environmental issues,
such as deforestation, soil erosion, pollution, and
global warming/climate change.

“Environmental  Protection/Conservation”
content category encompasses news articles
concerning activities aimed at preserving the
environment, such as tree planting initiatives, river
basin development projects, and soil and water
conservation practices.

- “Environmental events & campaigns”
content category comprises news articles covering
environmental initiatives or celebrations, such as
World Environment Day or World Biodiversity Day
ceremonies and campaigns.

- Environmental Research Findings, Innovations
& Solutions: This category encompasses news
articles highlighting recent scientific discoveries,
technological advancements, and innovative
solutions related to environmental issues, such as
projects focused on green energy development.

- Others: This category includes environmental
news stories that do not fit into any of the predefined
environmental issue categories.

- Placement of environmental stories: This
coding category examines where environmental
issues are positioned within news editions. It aims to
gather data on the level of attention, significance, or
priority given to environmental stories by the media.
For radio news, this is categorized as either among
major news stories or among common/inside-page
news stories. For newspapers, it refers to whether
the stories are featured on the front page or inside
pages.

- Origin of Environmental News Stories: This
content-coding category is designed to track the
origin of environmental news stories covered by the
media. It categorizes stories as either originating
from local/domestic sources or from foreign sources.

- News sources: This content-coding category is
utilized to collect information regarding the primary

sources relied upon by the media for environmental
stories. These sources can include government
officials, community members, NGOs, experts,
documents, conducted research, internet sources,
etc. Understanding the predominant sources used by
the organization aids in assessing source diversity
and credibility. News sources are categorized as
Government officials, Experts/scholars, Community
members, Environment Groups/NGOs, private
companies, Press Releases, and New Research
Findings/Reports.

- Nature of environmental news stories: This
content-coding category is employed to gather data
about the characteristics or types of environmental
news stories covered. These stories are categorized
as investigative when they are well-researched and
delve deeply into environmental issues with high-
quality reporting, or event-oriented when they
cover meetings and related programs focusing on
environmental issues. Additionally, stories are
classified as either solution-oriented or problem-
oriented, and can also be classified as advocating,
informative, or both advocating and informative.

- Major types of environmental protection efforts
in Ethiopia include: Soil conservation, tree planting
initiatives, water pollution control, air pollution
mitigation, noise pollution management, etc.

Following data collection, researchers conducted
an analysis tailored to the methodology employed.
Quantitative data pertaining to most topics were
subjected to analysis using descriptive statistics
and percentages. Qualitative data, acquired through
interviews, underwent analysis by interpreting
participant responses within the framework of
theories concerning the factors influencing media
coverage of environmental protection efforts.

Result and discussions

The study was mainly intended to investigate
the coverage of media on environmental protection
news in the HMMA. The description has been made
on the quantitative and qualitative news coverage of
environmental issues of the selected media: HMMA.
A total of 90 days of news editions from May 01,
2020, to July 30, 2020, were collected from Radio
programs. A total of 266 news stories produced
with different issues have been found from the news
editions of the radio. The task of content analysis
begins first by sorting the environmental issues
from the other news content issues. By finishing the
sort of environmental issues, 47 news stories were
found to be environmental. These news stories were
also analyzed to gather data used to answer the rest
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research questions pertinent to the quality or nature
of the news coverage that the media studied gave to
environmental issues.

First, the quantitative data would be considered
as the main data of the study which are presented
in the tables displaying figures of frequency and
percentage. Second, their results are described and
substantiated by the qualitative data gathered from
in-depth interviews that were made with editors and
senior reporters.

The extent of the media content on the
coverage of environmental protections

Under the specific objectives, the study identified
the amount of environmental news coverage that was

given attention by the media. And every news story
found in the sampled daily news editions has been
collected and categorized into the issues they dealt
with. The result of the data collected concerning
news coverage given to environmental stories is
presented as follows:

The coverage of news stories about
environmental protection issues within three
months in the media.

The study has assessed three months of media
coverage on environmental protection. In this
section, it is intended to show how much the media
has emphasized it within these three months. See the
table below:

Table 1 — The rate of news about environmental protection issues in the media within three months

) The coverage of news about environmental protection issues
Namf):l)tfl‘ i\t/[edla Frequency within three months made in the media. Total
May Jun July
Harari Mass Number 7 14 26 47
Media Agency Percentage 17.07 34.14 47.89 100%

According to the above table, 47 percent with
a frequency of 26 was the coverage of news about
environmental issues in July, 34.14 percent of
environmental news was made in June, and in May,
only 17.07 percent with a frequency of 7 news of
environmental issues were covered. According
to the above result, in July the media gave gross
attention.

In general, the study understands that the HMMA
did not give enough coverage to environmental
protection issues relative to the quantity of news
stories covering other topics, how many news stories
related to environmental issues were broadcasted
in the mass media over the past three months.
This finding is similar to the study conducted
by Teklesilase (2015) on Ethiopia Broadcast

Table 2 — The prominence of environmental protection coverage

Corporation (EBC). The assertion is at odds with the
country’s policy and the Environmental Protection
Authority (EPA) Proclamation No 9/1995. The
proclamation  empowers the Environmental
Protection Authority to develop environmental
protection policies and legislation, as well as to
establish directives and frameworks essential for
the assessment and oversight of the environmental
impacts of socio-economic development projects.
Additionally, the EPA is tasked with monitoring and
supervising the implementation of these initiatives.

Prominence of environmental stories

The data were gathered to identify the
prominence of the environmental protection issues
stories in their main headline news editions. The
data are presented below:

) Prominence of environmental news
Name of Media Frequency - - - - Total
Main Stories Inside stories
Harari Mass Media Number 9 38 47
Agency Percentage 19.15% 80.85% 100%
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According to the result of the above data, 80.85%
of the stories (inside stories) were not found to be a
prime time, it was in the inside stories. Only 19.15%
(main stories) of the stories were given on the daily
prime time. Based on the quantitative gathered data
environmental protection issues were not given
priority in the daily news. On the contrary, based
on the document analysis, the media house does not
have any articles that mention environmental issues
and does not inculcate environmental protection.
Besides, based on the response of editors, both Ed1
and Ed2 there is no attention given to environmental
protection issues.

According to above data, environmental
protection issues received less priority in the media
compared to other topics.This does not correlate
with the Ethiopian government’s policy and
strategies that follow the policy of green legacy
and the Ethiopian government strongly supports
environmental issues protection. In addition, the

Table 3 — Types of the news Stories of environmental protection

constitution established by the Ethiopian People’s
Revolutionary  Democratic  Front (EPRDF)
mandates both the government and the citizens of
Ethiopia to uphold responsibility for conserving
natural resources and sustaining ecological
equilibrium. Moreover, various proclamations and
accompanying regulations have been enacted to
enforce environmental protection and management,
aligning with the fundamental principles outlined
in the Constitution (EPA, 2008 cited in Gessesse,
2010)).

Types of news stories of the environmental
protection

The data were collected to show which
environmental protection issues have gotten
attention. It has been focused on mainly planting
trees, soil conservation, and water pollution issues,
based on the context of the media.

Name of Media Types of the news Stories of environmental protection Total
outlet Frequency Soil conservation Planting tree Water pollution
Harari Mass Media Number 6 39 2 47
Agency Percentage 13% 82.97% 4.25% 100%

The data collected from HMMA produced,
82.97% of news stories were about planting trees,
13% were about soil conservation and 4.25%
of news was about water pollution. As shown
from the data above most of the aired news about
environmental protection is about planting trees.
Even these are contrary to the governmental policy
of Ethiopia which emphasizes on green policy. The
informants, E1, E2, and R1 also stated that the media
coverage on environmental protection is not enough
even about planting trees. The media presents in
news form. Most of the time coverage of news on
planting trees is also presented by the invitation of
governmental officials and experts in agriculture in
the areas.

Media plays an influential role in assigning
importance to public issues. Due to the agenda-
setting function of the news media, audiences
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not only learn facts about the “environment”, but
they learn too how much importance to attach
to those facts based on the emphasis placed on
them by the media. People must gain awareness
and understanding of environmental protection to
protect the environment from pollution and preserve
it for the next generation. So, to make this awareness
media must prepare programs that give information
about what are the consequences of environmental
pollution on human health and its surroundings,
and how to prevent pollution. Continual awareness
creation must be given to the people to protect and
preserve the environment for the next generation.

Kinds of environmental themes of news stories
dealt with

The table below shows four thematic
environmental issues on how HMMA amplify
awareness of environmental issues.
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Table 4 — Kinds of news coverage given to different environmental themes and issues

Kinds of environmental themes issues
. _ Environmental
Namzt?tler? e Frequency Environmental | Environmental | Environmental lljiilsdeiirgc? Total
problems Protection Campaigns Innova tions’ &
Solutions
Harari Mass Number 5 26 0 47
Media Agency Percentage 10.63 34.04 5531 0 100%

As the above data presented, from the total
number of 47 environmental issues, 55.31 percent
with the frequency of 26 news were focusing on
environmental campaign issues. Approximately
34.04% of the news focused on environmental
protection matters, while the remaining 10.63%
addressed environmental problems. The data
suggests that the majority of news stories pertaining
to environmental issues revolve around topics such
as environmental protection efforts and campaigns.
Especially it only focuses on protecting trees from
cutting for different purposes for household services
and fire.

On the other hand, environmental problems and
environmental research and findings did not get
attention. Teklesilase (2015) emphasized that the
above points, climate change, and ozone depletion
are often reported using traditional reporting

styles, surfacing as specific and discrete events,
rather than gradually connected developments.
This emphasis on the event and not the underlying
issue undermines the importance of the issue,
while simultaneously implying an infrequency that
is simply untrue. Today, journalists who report
on environmental issues encounter difficulties in
adjusting conventional reporting approaches to suit
the beat. They face constraints such as limited space,
tight deadlines, and other demands while striving to
meet the expectations outlined by Bourassa et al. in
2013, as referenced by Teklesilase in 2015.

Main news sources of the media on
environmental protection issues

This research is also aimed to highlight the
origins and affiliations of the chosen media outlets
in sourcing and disseminating news and information
concerning environmental matters.

Table 5 — Main news sources of the media on environmental protection issues

Sources
Namg of Govern- Com- Environ- new
media Frequency ment Experts/ munit ment Private press research Total
outlet . scholars Y groups/ | companies, | releases findings/
officials members «
NGOs"s reports
Harari | mber 27 13 3 1 - 4 2 47
Mass
Media
Agency Percentage 56.25 27.08 6.25 2.08 - 8.33 4.11 100%

The above data shows, that 56.25 percent of
the frequency of 27 environmental news sources
of the media were from Government officials.
27.08 percent of with the frequency of 13 the news
from experts, and the remaining from NGOs, press
releases, community members, and new research
findings.

The informants also agree with the result
of the quantitative data. From the in-depth
interviews conducted with reporters and editors, it
became evident that a significant portion of their
environmental coverage, especially stories centered
around events, predominantly feature key messages
from senior officials. During the interviews, they
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expressed frustration over the difficulty of securing
cooperation from experts and obtaining current
research data in the field. The proper source of
information is very significant for any media in
creating awareness of the societies on environmental
issues. Several researchers examining environment
journalisms in various geographical contexts also
reflect that powerful political and business interests

Table 6 — Origin of Environmental News Stories

exert influence on environment news coverage,
particularly at the national level (Teklesilase et al,
2015).

Origin of Environmental News Stories

The data was collected in an attempt to show the
proportion of domestic environmental protection
stories in comparison with the foreign ones.

Name of Media Origin of Environmental News Total
outlet Frequency Local National International
Harari Mass Media Number 40 5 2 47
Agency Percentage 86.9 10.8 4.2 100%

According to data gathered from the above
table indicates, the majority of the origin of
environmental news 86.9 percent with a frequency
of 40 was from local news, and 10.8 percent of
environmental news was from national news.
The remaining 4.2 percent of the news is from
international. Therefore, we can understand that
from quantitative data results, HMMA gave
more coverage to local environmental protection.
Moreover, the majority of local stories focused on
environmental preservation efforts, specifically
activities like tree planting, soil conservation,
and addressing water pollution. Allocating more
coverage to both proximity and relevance to the
audience’s interests is crucial, as these are key
principles guiding news selection in the media.
However, both national and international news also
play a significant role in raising awareness among

Table 7 — Functions of environmental news stories

the audience. In Ethiopia, a substantial portion
of news stories revolved around topics such as
greenhouse gas emissions, global warming/climate
change, and their impacts on Earth’s ecosystems,
including the melting of polar ice caps and rising
sea levels etc. In this study, how much the medium
would emphasize the local news? All respondents
(E1, E2, R1, and R2) stated that the strong part of
their organization is balancing both sides of the
stories that were covered by the medium. Most
importantly, they would give focus to the coverage
of local news.

Environmental news stories and functions

The key principle of the media is to produce and
disseminate news to people. Therefore, it is intended
to show how the environmental issue news was
gathered and disseminated to the audiences.

Functions of environmental news stories
Name of E Soluti Probl Total
Media outlet | Frequency Investigative Vv ent oAutlon- roblem- Advocating | Informative
Oriented oriented oriented
Harari Mass Number 1 36 1 1 1 47
Media o
Agency Percentage 2.12 76.59 14.90 2.12 2.12 2.12 100%

According to the data gathered, the majority
of the nature of environmental issues was event-
based. 76.59 percent with a frequency of 36 were
from event-based news natures. 14.90percent of

12

the nature of environmental news stories were
solution-oriented. And, the other nature of news
was very limited, and almost a minimum of them
from it.
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R1 and R2 informants gave responses as
follows: “Most of the news sources were from higher
officials. As a result of this, the news stories lack
an explanation of the issues of environmental they
dealt with. Even, if they were not soured properly,
they lack credibility and substances.”

The study understands that the natural sources of
environmental news are officials and governmental
bodies. This and other reasons were affecting the
quality of the news. This might affect the credibility
of the news medium. On the other hand, if there is
an intervention of government highly, experts in
the fields might be excluded. As a result of this, the
contents of the news lack an audience. Buell (2005)
supports the preceding arguments by noting that
environmental news reporting often lacks detailed
scientific explanations and fails to provide proactive
environmental mobilization information. Instead, it
tends to focus on crises and events.

Challenges encountered in reporting on
environmental protection issues within the
Harari Mass Media Agency

There are no professional journalists who took
training on environmental protection issues and
working with them. Because of this, most of the
journalists including me, do not have the concept of
doing on the issues of environmental news. Also, to
report on this issue, there needs to be art and training
continuously. The other thing that I have been faced
is lack of committement and interest in (Ed, Jul 25,
2020, 1,). Correspondingly, Ed 2 added in our media,
there is no concern about issues of environmental
coverage. Even though environmental protection is
very sensitive and critical for our country, no one
gives attention and concern about environmental
problems, solutions, and camping. Even, in our
editorial policy, no article can state it. The other
remaining two senior reporters (R1 and R2) explain
that HMMA, they are working by planning and
no one goes out of plan. They just run to fulfill
their plan, and no one can give up on the issues of
environmental problems. The issues by itself are not
interesting. The other thing, they are facing is the
coverage is more event-based. As a result of this,
they might not have included it in our daily tasks
and included in our plan. Besides, they did not have
training on this issue, and because of this, they are
not confident to develop stories on environmental
issues. Even, our editor did not appreciate us in
covering environmental issues.

The FDRE Constitution stipulates that the
government shall endeavor to ensure a clean and

healthy environment as an objective and recognizes
the right to a clean and healthy environment as a
basic right of the Ethiopian people (Art 92.1 and 44.1,
respectively). In order to guarantee the entitlement
to reside in a pristine environment, it is imperative
that the populace is educated about environmental
conservation, as they are the primary contributors to
pollution. A key focus for the Ethiopian government
is the implementation of the Climate-Resilient Green
Economy (CRGE) strategy, aimed at fostering the
country’s development by mitigating greenhouse
gas emissions within the business-as-usual scenario
by 2030. The CRGE strategy revolves around four
main pillars: enhancing agricultural practices for
increased food security and farmer income while
minimizing emissions, preserving and restoring
forests for their economic and ecological benefits,
including carbon sequestration, and scaling up
renewable energy production to meet domestic
and regional energy demands.To accomplish the
governmental strategy people, have to get awareness
through different media.

Environmental issues are neglected and
excluded from most media. Shanahan (2011)
highlights that despite the magnitude of
environmental challenges, media coverage of
environmental issues remains disproportionately
low compared to other topics. Environmental
reporting is marginalized within news coverage.
Additionally, Banterer (2002) concludes from
their global study that while lip service may be
paid to environmental concerns, the breadth and
seriousness of these issues are often not adequately
addressed. This superficial acknowledgment
detracts from the overarching focus of reporting,
which tends to be one-sided and minimally focused
on environmental matters. In my view, journalists
working in the media should actively address these
challenges and factors. Environmental issues are
fundamentally about the survival of humanity of
earth. Conversely, editors hold sway over reporters
in determining which news stories to cover. As
noted by Shanahan (2011), numerous journalists
express a desire to cover climate change topics
but encounter difficulties persuading their editors
of the newsworthiness of such stories. Moreover,
Shanahan points out that many editors perceive
climate change as primarily an international
issue, leading them to deprioritize local reporting.
Consequently, they often rely on stories from
Western news agencies or simply reprint press
releases without incorporating any local context or
additional information.
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Conclusion

This study reveals that the Harari Mass Media
Agency (HMMA) allocates minimal attention to
covering environmental protection issues compared
to other topics in the media. Additionally, HMMA’s
editorial policy lacks inclusion of environmental
protection-focused  issues, which contradicts
Ethiopia’s Environmental Protection Proclamation
No 9/1995. Despite the proclamation emphasizing
the joint responsibility of the government and citizens
in maintaining ecological balance, the media fails to
provide sufficient coverage of environmental issues.
Moreover, the media lacks professional journalists
dedicated to reporting on environmental topics.
In addition to this,the study shows that journalists
exhibit a deficiency in effectively portraying
environmental issues. It underscores the importance
of possessing skills such as comprehending scientific
terminology and methodologies, being informed
about past environmental occurrences, staying
updated on environmental policy developments
and the initiatives of environmental organizations,
having a broad understanding of contemporary
environmental issues, and being capable of
communicating this information to the public in a
clear and accessible manner, despite its intricacies
(UNEP, 2006). The media also used government
officals as main sources. Because of this and other
factors, the content of the news they were shallow
and not attractive since they were politically affiliated
and not specialized in the field of environmental
science. On the other hand, journalists did show an
interest in the environmental issues. If journalists
do not have an interest in covering environmental
issues, they may distort the news content. Roba
(2012) pointed out that discrepancies, distortions,
and misinterpretations of data have the potential to
impact how environmental issues are covered by the
media.

Journalists of the Harari Mass Media Agency
believe that the media does not pay attention to
environmental protection issues. In this regard,
Environmental depletion is one of the challenges
Ethiopia is facing (EPA, 2008) and has been given
little attention. It has the power to loom both
physical and economic existence. The degradation
of environmental resources in Ethiopia has the
potential to diminish the capacity to produce
biomass for food, feed, and household energy.
Given that the livelihoods of rural Ethiopians are
intricately linked to land, water, and biodiversity
resources, the decline in these resources directly
jeopardizes their survival., and the consequences of
severe degradation of these resources are manifested
through widespread food insecurity and poor quality
of life. It also undermines prospects for fighting
poverty and achieving sustainable development
(EPA, 2008).

Recommendation

The following recommendations are forwarded
to enhance reporting of environmental protection in
the HMMA: The media should be concerned about
the following points:

- Since environmental issues are the main agenda
for the country, it should be prioritized by the media.
The media should provide professional training for
journalists about environmental science.

- The media should work collaboratively with
the Federal Government of Environmental Authority
and Non-Governmental Organizations which work
on Environmental Protections

- The Harari Government should collaborate
with the media and work on environmental
protection issues.

- Harari Mass Media Agency should have a
program on environmental protection issues.

- The media editorial policy should include
articles related to environmental issue.
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