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In the present publication separate ethical and legal aspects of journalism of the United States of
America are considered. The conclusions representing theoretical and practical interest for the Kazakhstan
journalism as a whole, legal journalism in particular are drawn.
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M. XKanabaes
AKL xxypHanucTuKacbiHAaFbl KYKbIKTbIK XKaHe 3TUKaJibIK, Macesienep

Makanaga Amepuka Kypama LLTaTTapbl )XypHanucTUKacbiHbiH Keinbip 3TUKaNbIK }aHe KYKbIKTbIK M-
cenenepi Typanbl o/ Ko3fanfaH. KasaKcTaH )XypHanuctTukacbiHa Taxipnbenik xaHe TeopuAbIK nanjacsl

Gap KOpPbITbIHAbINIAP XXacanblHFaH.

TyniH ce3pep: 3TMKa, KYKbIK, aaM, MeMJIeKeT, XKYPHaNIMCTMKa, aknapart, 60CTaHabIK.

M. Xanabaes
3Tuueckue u pugnyeckme npobnembl KypHanuctuku CLUIA

B aaHHOM Ny6iMKauMm paccMaTpuBalOTCA OTAEe/bHbIE 3TUYECKME M NPaABOBbIe acMeKTbl XKypHanumc-
KM CoegmHeHHbIx WTatoB AMepuKkn. lenatoTca BbIBOAbI, NPeACTaBAAOLMEe TEOPETUYECKUIA 1 NPAKTU-
YeCKUIN MHTepec KaK ANA Ka3axCTaHCKOW KYpPHaNUCTUKW, B LEeNnoM, Tak 1M NpaBOBOM XypHaNUCTUKK, B

4YaCTHOCTW.

KnioueBble cnoBa: 3TuKa, NpaBo, YeN0BeK, roCyapCTBo, XKYPHANUCTMKa, nHdopmauus, ceoboa.

Ethics is a system of guidelines based on morals
and values that we all follow in everyday life. Ethics
can be personal and professional; each business and
career path is governed by its own set of specific
ethical principles. Though these guidelines can
overlap at many times, it’s important to know that
for certain professions (such as journalism), the
ethical principles defining the execution of your job
are unique. In addition, the legal issues that arise
can differ greatly from other professions. Allow me
to give you an overview of the ethical principles and
legal issues related to the field of journalism. In our
field, we must always be aware of the ethics and law
surrounding what we do in pursuit of the truth.

If our credibility is ever lost because we fail to
act in accordance with the ethical principles and
laws governing our profession, the very foundation
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of our jobs and our lives as reporters is broken.
According to the U.S. Society of Professional
Journalists, a volunteer organization, there are four
basic principles of journalism ethics: seek the truth
and report it, minimize harm, act independently and
be accountable. With each principle comes more
specific guidelines. When seeking and reporting the
truth, journalists must be fair, honest and accurate
when gathering and reporting information. To
minimize harm, journalists must treat each source
with respect and as a human being. Journalists need
to have no other obligation during the course of
their work other than the public’s right to know, and
at the same time, they need to be accountable to this
public. In journalism, many times situations will
arise in which these principles are in direct conflict
with each other, and this is where journalists must
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weigh the information carefully to make the right
decision. Consider the following scenario and try to
decide what you would do.

Scenario 1: You are doing a routine feature
on a charitable organization in the region. This
charity has provided millions of dollars to low-
income families to help lift them out of poverty.
You interview several individuals who have
benefited from the charity, and they all share with
you stories of homelessness, unemployment and
sickness. Money from the charity helped them
secure housing, employment, and health care for
their children. As a human being, you are moved
by the stories of these people whose lives have
been changed from the charitable organization.
However, when researching the financial records
to obtain accurate numbers of the money that has
been donated since the charity’s creation, you
discover that the CEO of the organization has
submitted false income reports to the IRS and
that they are making much more money than the
public knows. This leads you to uncover a trail
of embezzlement of money from the charity at
the hands of its creator, a person who has been
publicly applauded for their efforts. What do you
do? You know you must be honest and accurate
when reporting this information, but you also
know that the charity would likely be dismantled
(at least temporarily), and that would undoubtedly
cause harm to the families who have benefited and
who stand to benefit from the charity’s funds.

This scenario presents a direct conflict between
the four principles guiding our profession. Which is
more important, the need to be honest and accurate,
or the need to minimize harm?

Scenario 2: You discover that an editor at your
newspaper has accepted money from a source
for the publication of certain stories. The stories
uncovered wrongful actions on the part of a
prominent politician, exposing them to the public
and effectively removing them from office. The
stories probably prevented further harm to the public
at the hands of the politician. However, your editor
accepted payment from another politician who
had lost in the last election and who was probably
trying to remove the person from office for personal
reasons.

Y our editor was clearly not acting independently,
and while the public clearly had a right to know in
this scenario, it presents another ethical dilemma for
journalists. Should you report the accepted payment

to another editor, or even the publisher? Which is
worse, the editor accepting payment for the stories
or the public not being informed of the politician’s
wrongdoing?

Thesearejusttwo scenarios thatjournalistsacross
the world face on a regular basis. When acting in
accordance with one ethical principle in journalism,
it’s easy to also be contradicting another value that
governs our work. You have to decide which path
to follow. It might be helpful to follow a process for
determining ethical decision making in journalism:
define the issue, collect as much information as you
need to make an informed decision, and consider the
impact on different individuals and institutions as a
result of your possible decisions. While doing no
harm is probably impossible, doing as little harm as
possible is always the goal. These situations are not
always black and white. There is a lot to consider,
from the predicted impact of the story as related to
its placement in the publication to the appearance of
a conflict of interest.

When it comes to legal issues faced by
journalists, the most common are libel and
defamation. Defamation is a statement of fact about
a person that is actually false, and that probably
injures the person’s reputation. When defamation
is printed, it’s called libel; when broadcast, it’s
called slander. This is why it’s important for all
journalists to independently verify information
from their sources that could potentially damage
another person’s reputation. Though the legal issues
concerning online journalism are constantly being
debated, I think that online writers, including the
content producers at Associated Content, should be
subject to the same laws and ethical principles that
govern print and broadcast journalists.

Being a journalist is more than a career. For
most, it’s the sense of duty to the public to expose
not only wrongdoing, but celebrate the good
news that is too often left off of page one. It’s the
potential to change the world through words. The
ethical principles and legal issues that govern what
we do are unique and can present conflict at every
turn.

Nobody ever said being a journalist is easy. We
have to decide what the best course of action is,
given the circumstances that surround our dilemma.
Remember that no matter which course of action
you follow, be 100 percent sure that you’re able to
face the consequences no matter what. Journalism is
not for the thin-skinned.
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