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General concept of culture: historical development
and the role in a democratic mass media

This article is about to open three different issues: first of all, historical development of modern market
economy that brings existence of particular social elites that have significant impact on culture and mass
media. Secondly, the definition of modern cultural framework; the last one is the discussion of the role of
mass media in defining the strategies of integration of democracy to the present cultural doctrine. The
primary reason for the exploration of historical development of modern market economy is the significant
impact of financial issues on the authority of social elites that have enough power to establish certain
culture in society by direct influence of mass media that is absolutely the best way to spread new trends
that in further time will become a culture. Furthermore, it is better to clearly define the framework of
modern culture that changes from place to place and from one historical period to another. Finally, in
order to have balance on the verge of political trends and cultural doctrine, it is essential to correctly
utilize the power of mass media, and this article will briefly explain the strategies of power utilization.

Key words: Historical development of modern market economy, social elites, culture and mass media,
modern cultural framework, role of mass media, power of mass media.

A.b. Kapibaesa
MapaeHMeTTiH XKannbl TYXKbIpbiMAAMachI:
Tapuxu aaMmybl XaHe aeMoKpaTtuanbik, BAK-tarbi peni

Byn Makana yw Typai MaceneHiH Ke3iH alunak: eH anibiMeH 3aMaHayu HapblK 3KOHOMUKACbIH XaHe
OHbIMeH bipre Koca KeneTiH KofamAafbl Jeraap asamaTTap JXoHe ofapAblH KofaMAafbl MaJeHUeT yfbl-
MblHa, ofaH Koca BAK-Ka acepi. EKiHwWi Ko3FanaTblH Macene, 3aMaHayu MaieHWeT ipreTachl }aHe COHFbl
6eniri BAK-TbIH AeMOKpaTUA YFbIMbIH 3aMaHayy MaJieHNET JOKTPMHAChIHA eHri3y cTpaTervanapbl. 3ama-
Hayu HapbIKTbIH TapuX1 AaMyblH 3epTTey cebenTtepiHid Oipi — KapKbl MacenenepiHif KoFaMHbIH Aergap
MyLuenepiHiH abblpoibiHa TiKenel acep eTeTiHAIr. An KoFamMaafbl Aeraap Myllienepaid e3 KeseriHge Ke-
peKTi feHrengeri MaieHVeTTi 63iHiH abblpoiibl apKacblHAa eHri3e afybl )XaHa 3aMaH YpAiciH KanafaHblHLWA
Kannbl 8NeyMeTTiH caHacblHa eHri3e any MyMKiHgiriHe ne 6ona anagbl. OHbIMEH KOCa, Heri3ri Ke3aenTiH
MiHAeTTepAiH 6ipi - 3aMaHayM MaAeHMeT TYCIHIriHiH aiKblH aHbIKTaMacblH aHbIKTay, 8MTKeHi 0N AereHimis
TYpJi TapMXM Ke3eHAep MeH OKufanapfa 6ainaHbICTbl KOFaM iWwiHAe e3repin oTbipaTtbiH Kybbiabic. CoHbI-
MeH COHFfbl Macesie, CasiCu TeHAEHUMUANap MeH MaAeHW JOKTpUHaNnapAblH apaxiriH 6ipael ycray Makca-
ToiHAa BAK KywiH cayatTbl KongaHy. byn Makana Kasipae anem 6olibiHILA KONAAHbBINATBIH Mbicanjapfa
KbICKalla TOKTasbIMN KeTeai.

TyiiH ce3aep: 3aMaHayM HapblK 3KOHOMMKACbIHbIH aMybl, KOFaMHbIH 3/IMTacbl, MBAEHUET XaHe
BAK, 3aMaHayn MageHwueT ipretachl, *KaHa 3aMaH ypAicTepi, 3aMaHayu MageHueT TyciHiri, BAK Kywwi.

A.b. Kapunbaesa
O6wan KoHuenuusa KynbTypbl:
UCTOpUYeCcKoe pa3BUTUE U ee poNib B ieMOKpaTudeckux CMU

B cTaTbe paccmaTpuBaeTcs MCTOPUYECKOE pa3BUTME PbIHOYHOW 3KOHOMWKW, AaeTcA onpepeneHve

COBpPEMEeHHOI KynbTypHOI 6a3bl. ABTOp OTMEYAET, YTO OZHOM M3 OCHOBHbIX Lieneil pa3BuUTUA ABASETCA
yeTKoe onpejenieHne paMOK COBPEMEHHO KynbTypbl. YT06bl MeTb 6anaHc Ha rpaHn NOIMTUYECKNX TEH-
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JEeHLUWIN U KyNbTYpHOW JOKTPUHbI, BaXXHO NpaBMabHO ncnonb3oBaTb BanAHne CMU. B cTaTbe faetca Kpat-

Koe cogepxaHune 3 PeKTUBHbIX MUPOBbIX CTpaTernim.

KnioueBble cnoBa: ncTopuyeckoe pas3BuTVE COBPEMEHHON PbIHOYHOW 3KOHOMMWKM, COLMANbHbIE
3nuThl, KynbTypa 1 CMU, HoBble TEHAEHLUMU B KyAbType, PaMK/ COBPEMEHHOW KybTypbl, MUPOBbIe CTpa-

Ternn.

Culture is simply an assimilation of common
sense, belief and attitudes of certain nations.
However we remember that culture has more
aspects such as language, ideology, customs, taboos,
traditions and so on, but today we will discover the
other side of the broad concept discussed above.

In order to establish certain beliefs in any society,
there has to be some generally accepted values that are
approved by most powerful part of the community.
I would call this part as «dominant figuresy.
Nonetheless, history shows that beliefs or behavior
of people change through time with adjustments to
trends of corresponding times and places of societies.
According to social observations, the «dominant
figures» are usually an active and economically stable
part of the society. In other words, I would call them
as «elites». People are usually accepted as «elites»
when they have enough power to change the path
of already established systems. However in today’s
standards the power means money [1].

Together with the beginning of hierarchy and
social class terms in mankind history, the concept of
«Rat race» has also got its existence [2]. As things
go on we see that every individual seeks to reach
the high welfare level, but not everyone achieves
this goal. However people are amazing. They never
stop moving forward, so the world economy. As
significant share of people work hard to reach good
social conditions, the average welfare of people
also improved from ancient period. Therefore the
living standards establish the position and give
certain power to people. Usually higher standards of
living are highly valued and respected; hence there
is a point in trying to reach higher social positions.
Those who already achieved higher standards of
living usually called «elites». According to social
observations, the «elites» have some common
characteristics. They usually try to impact on public
opinion; thus it is not a matter of surprise if «elites»
try to get in hand mass media sources[3].

Now let’s figure out whether mass media reflects
the reality of the world in a broad sense or filtered
out by elites owning the mass media sources. First
of all, mass media in politics do not seem to be
colored but reflect only the truth, as politics are not
generally accepted as «positive» figures whom it is
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not necessary to have reliance on. However, if we
consider general population as politics, then most of
the time mass media distorts the real view of what
is happening. Moreover, we more often witness the
wry picture of the causes of crisis, or of any negative
incidents that involve different sections where elites
are somehow related. Therefore, we cannot totally
believe that mass media provides us with the right
information. However, despite the fact of knowing
about some distortions, the general audience does
believe what media tries to explain them. As we see,
elites can have enough power to establish certain
culture on public minds.

The second thing I wanted to discuss is the
modern cultural framework. Nowadays we live
in a sophisticated world of highly developed
technology. Obviously this is the effect of chain
reaction that started in twentieth century with the
beginning of market economy that was continued
with growth economy. We have to admit that the
results of market economy impact on lifestyle
of people are extremely big. Right now anyone
can easily contact any friends locating in other
continent within a few seconds or any Kazakhstani
can reach to any part of the world with the help of
developed transport system and so on. All of these
are the results of sophisticated technology that leads
mankind to a new era. However, the other side of
the coin is the extinction of uniqueness of certain
characteristics pertaining to nations living on
various part of the world. I would call this process
as «culture homogenization»[4]. Today there are
many examples of culture homogenization process,
such as people are doing almost alike job even
being in two different parts of the world, cities are
almost alike with huge skyscrapers and business
centers, iPhone and Android users having the same
applications utilized in everyday life, even buying
the same brands of shoes in the same type of malls.
This phenomenon could be discussed from various
aspects, however I definitely agree with one thing:
huge step towards technology development brought
to globalization that makes the world as a huge
international market that destroys the concept of
unique culture established within thousands of
years of humankind history.
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Today we rarely see traditional communities
and their cultures and the funny part of this issue
is that even real descendents of corresponding
traditional communities are surprised when they
see the customs of their predecessors. I think, such
funny things happen because people become the part
of huge mass culture market established by washing
the minds of young generation and converting them
to «global» citizens [6]. Basically this is the general
framework of modern culture.

Finally, by assuming the factors mentioned
above we came up with an opinion to make some
changes in society, especially in mass media.
However, before starting to make any further step
it is better to make a strategic plan. The strategic
plan is based on a solution of a problem of power
concentration in an ownership of mass media
sources that is obviously located on the hands of
social elites. Therefore the primary goal of the
strategic plan is the equal distribution of power
among citizens. Yet not any of regular citizens
can manage mass media, but still those who can
manage properly should be in charge and work
on fair distribution of any public news. The next
strategy is the creation of the state power, which in
turn means the centralization of mass media power.
According to this strategy everything is regulated by
government. This approach was practiced in human
history, but in today’s realms this is not an accepted
version. And the last strategy is the creation of

autonomous media source that does not belong to
anyone. Today, such sort of media sources began to
appear on Internet. For instance, www.reddit.com
and I think such trends are getting pretty popular
among modern Internet users.

All in all, the positive effect of high living
standards gives more incentive to people in
reaching to the higher level of social hierarchy
pyramid. Therefore, the top of the pyramid or in
other words, elites have more power. Most common
practice among utilization of elite’s power happens
through the help of owning mass media sources.
Therefore sometimes mass information is distorted
towards the benefits of elite owners of the media
sources.

Moreover, today the concept of modern culture
is a way different than it used to be described in
prior centuries. The realms of today’s opportunities
are getting to the limitless with the existence of the
new era in technology. This is the main reason why
the world became as a huge mass market where
there is no place to traditional customs or cultures.
There has to be only one thing, Global culture.

It has been quite a long time since socially
active people try to fix distorted media sources. I
also tried to give some of my opinions (in forms
of strategies) about the ways of changing the
power distribution in media ownership. However,
strategies [ mentioned are already existing ones, but
still might be somehow informative for the reader.
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